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ORGAN PIPE CACTUS NATIONAL MONUMENT ‘ ,
[ S o+ r o
By Charles A. Richey, Assistant Superintendent Loofigs K B
OCetober 18, 191 ‘ :
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On October 18, in company with Regional Architect Bemmett, a field [ :
trip was made to Organ Pipe Cactus Natiomal Monument te review proposed &
development on the Charles Luke property, adjscent to the internstional |
boundery on the Ajo-Somoyta road. i
F
f

4t Gile Bend we picked wp fir. Charles Luke and ¥r, Ike Houker,
lessee, who will operate the filling station on the Luke property. R -\
These men scecmpanied us to the monument and returned with us s far . < )8
as Gile Bend that evening. En route we had an opportunity teo disouss i s
details of the propesed development of the Luke preperty. At the monu- b
ment we contssted Custodian Supermaugh whe accompanied us during our '
inspection of the area. 4

The U. S. Customs Serviece and Immigration Service are pushing Mr. .

Luke and ¥r. Kalil, both grantors of right ef way for the Ajo~Scnoyta 2 .
road, for residences to house their employees. It is understoed that =
¥r. Luke plans to comstruct two of the residemces and that Mr. Ealil '
will provide two on his private holdings baock of the road right of way, % e

..

i Both of these right of way grantors have informed ¥r. Supermaugh that .

2 they would like to have the residences coniorm with National Park Service - o
o ideas. It was understood that the residences referred to above will be B
4 construsted with FHA funds. It was understood from Custodian Supernaugh 5L

that Mr. Ealil had requested the Service suggest their ideas relative to
the appearanse of his buildings, through presentation of preliminary
sketohes. This matter was brought to ¥r, Benneti's attention, eand it
is hoped thet the Region Three Headquarters will be able to furnish some
information for the guidance of this construotion. Sinece the buildings
referred to are on private lnuodnhmmm.,n‘u(

we have no oontrol over these lands, exterior appearance of )
and their grouping is of vital comsern to this Service. /L
|
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Nr. Luke was agreeadle to the general scheme of development for his -
area shown on Plan Ne. Ni{/OPC-2002, Suggested Charles Luke Development,
propared by Associate lLandseape Arohiteot Willer of the Plans and Design
Pivision, except for the switching of types of use for the buildings,
and requested that the entramece to his development de moved farther away
from the dorder. This change, it was understood, was made at the reguest 1
of the U, S. Customs Service, and should be helpful in making the orossing '
between their station and the Luke development more logleal. It will
also tend to improve a bad traffic comdition at these pointas.

Mr. Luke agreed to have his architect in Fhoenixz prepare tentative
plans and sketohes along the lines of ocur gemeral agreement, and sulmit
them to the Plans and Design Uivision, Region Three Headquarters, at an
early date. HNe also advised that he would be willing te go to Santa Pe
to review hic proposed development with them, if this would dbe helpful
in arriving et an early solution to this preblem. Nr, Bemnett felt this
would be unmecessary, end that suffioclent iafermation was available for
review of the plame in the Regiem Three Headguarters.

Sinece this trip was largely for the purpese of determining the
character and layout of the Luke development end to ses if propesals
would be agreesdble to this Service, general agresments reached with

¥Mr. Bennmett and ¥r. Luke indicate san early approval of this difficult
groblem.

Provisions were not made in the plans of the Aje-Scuoyta road %o
oare for curbiang im the vieinity of the U. S, Customs Service and the
proposed Luke dsvelopment. It is believed that the ares im the vielnity
of both of these developments will bs umsentrolladly disturded by car : ,
traffio unless curding is construoted to cemtrel it. In ease plans for ‘
these dovelopments are definitely approved prior to this comstruetien,

1t is hoped that a change order ocan be approved cn the road comtrast te _ |
take care of this necessary curbinpg.

Assistant Superistendemt.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
National Park Service

The Director, 4 ‘,,""
U. S. National Park Service G
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

During the period between April 9 and 20, I made a trip to the
Organ Pipe National Monument, and spent such time as was not taken
up by travel, in the examination of this area and in conferences
with individuals from whom information could be obtained., My firet
conference was with Dr. Charles T. Vorhies of the University of
Arizona, and Dr. Forrest Shreve of the Desert Laboratory, with whom
I spent the evening of April 10, after my arrival at Tucson, and a
congiderable portion of April 18, after my return to that city.

Drs. Vorhies and Shreve are my associates on the committee of
the Ecological Society of America having power to ‘make recommendations
in regard to the Organ Pipe National Monument. They were unable ab
this time, to accompany me to the erea, but since they were already very
familiar with the territory, our conversations were helprul.

Others with whom I conrerred in addition to the National Park
Service personnel, were Mr. A. A, Niohol of the Arizona GenﬁDepartment,
uho has been familiar with the arsa for many years, and Mr. A, H. Tro'bridge
of the nsh end Wild Life Service, stationed in Tucson. . )

I left Tncson the morning of April 11 and during the forenoon conferred

WLt

with aoting Superintendent Richey, llessrs. McDougall Dodge, Supemuyi, and
tiv : saxiatic L% g A o A 1 T
others, travelling to Ajo by car with l(essrs. lchougall and Snperneugh

sada =8 W ) gl be seidoadnds Lin)o vourdsi
during the afternoon. 'l'he suoceeding five days were spent in examinatio /&>
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of the Monument, accompanied by lMessrs, McDougall and Supernauzh. During

this period, the distance of approximately 350 miles, vithin the Monument,

was covered, ag indicated on the accompanying sketch map 'his gave me the

B :

opportunity of seeing practically every part of the area, except the

hizher mountain regions, The morning of April 17 w

ing spent in confer-

ence with Superintendent Hugh Miller, with whom I travelled to Tueson

and Seguaro National Monument in the afternoon. Further conferences with
Drs. Vorhies and Shreve and with A, A, Nichol of the Arizona Gam epart-

ment were then held.
The Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument represents the largest area

at low altitudes in the Southwest under the control of the National Park
Service. It is the only area of anything like similar character, which
{s large enough for the preservation of the original biotiec conditions,
There is also sufficient diversity of conditions within the Konument to
provide for the maintenance of an adequate sample of the biotic ecommunity
of the Sonoran Desert. This, I believe, should be the primary purpose of
this Monument, although the scenic values as represented by the rugged
mountains and the desert valleys are not %o be ignored, Aceording to the
elassification of Clements, the biotic community of this area is the
Larrea-Franseria Formation, of which it is a typical example., Larrea
(creosote bush) and Franseria (Bur-sage) are the most prominent and

widely distributed plant dominante in the Monument, Other plants men-

tioned by the above author as characteristic of the Shrub Desert Communi ty

such as Acacia (catclaw), Prosopid (Mesquite), Parkinsonia (Palo verde),

©)
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Dalea (Smoke tree) and Chilopsis (Desert willow) are also present in
abundance.

The flora ineludes also many species which are not to be found beyond
the Monument, except in the Coastal Plain Desert of Mexico, and there are
others which are to be found but gparsely beyond this area, Outstanding
examples of this are the Senita Cactus and the Organ Pipe Cactus whieh has
given to the Monument its present name., The Saguaro is else a prominent
feature of the landscape,

I find that there is a misapprehension on. the part of loeal people,
and perhaps on the part of those elsewhere, to the effect that the principal
purpose of the National Monument is as indicated by its nems, - the. preserva-
tion of the Organ Pipe Cactus, which 1s used as an argument for the reduction
of its erea to include merely some-prominent stands of this plent. The great-
est wvalue of the lonument can be realized only if it is considered as an
opportunity for the preservation of an outstanding example of the Sonoran
desert of the Southwestern United States and Northwestern Mexigo,

. The larger desert animals are well represented im the area, although
they. hayo not been gtudiod as thoroughly as might be wished., There are two

or three bands of the Desert Mountain Sheep; at least three or perhaps four
These

_species and subspecles of deer, desert antelope, and Javelinas.
mamuals were present in much larger numbers than at present before the begin-

ning of the recent period of extended drouth, but with the return of more
humid gonditions and with some rather slight provisions for the maintenance
of the water supply during drouth periods, a considerable growth in the
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population of larger mammals might be expected. Another favoring circum-

XA
Pl
stance would be the elimination of grazing by cattle, on the expiration of
present permits. The limiting factor for the larger mammals seems to be Yf
5

water, rather than vegetation, as it appears that food plants are plentiful,
even in drouth seasons. There 1a suffiecient diversity of physiography and
of vegetational type to make possitle the permanent maintenance of the
typical enimal components of the Serud Deasert. Any reduction of the size

of the monument would seriously limit its value, The biotic commumity,
ineluding both plants and animals, must be preserved in its entirety. A
sufficient animal population is as necessary for the maintenance of the
proper conditions for the plant components of the community, as are the
plants for food and cover for animals, No small area, however outstanding
some of its features may be, can suffice for the preservation of a
complete biotic community.

Birds are abundant. No attempt was made during the present reconn-
aigsance to make a list of species. Prominently observed were the Western
Mourning Dove, Gambel's quail, the White-winged Dove, the Red-talled Hawlk,
the Phainopepla, etc.

Many reptilian speades are, of course present, inoluding the Gila

Monster, the Red racer nnd other spectacular forms.
NAME e &

Because of the restricted sonnotations of the title "Organ Pipe

Cactus National Monument”, it seems to me desirable, whenever it becomes
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A’( possible without administrative complications, that the name be changed ;

X[

to one more deseriptive of the broader purposes of the area, Such desig- .

nations as "Sonmoran Desert N.M.", "Gila-Sonoran Desert N.M." or even ,

LisZ

"Sonoran N.,M.", "Gila-Sonoram N,M."., Others may be more suitable, The
above suggestions including the word "Sonoran" gerve to indiecate the
eontinuity of the area with the state of Sonora, Mexico, and also to call
attention to "Life Zone (Merrimm)" represented. I belleve the term
"Desert N.M.," has been suggested by the Gila Bend Chamber of Commerce, LU 0
but that title seems to be of too broad application. b4 W

The importance of the area is such thet I would favor its ultimate
designation as a National Park. However, this is probably not the time

for the proposal of such a change., k
GRAZING

It is my understanding that present permits allow the grazing of 525
head of cattle on the Monument. It does not appear that this number is
excessive, although there is some trampling and overgrazing in the vieinity
of waterholes. The limiting factor in carrying capacity for domestie stock F; > |

appears to be water supply rather than food.

In addition to the 525 cattle mentioned above, there are on the area g
a considerable number of wild horses and burros, some Indian horses and
probably some stock of various kinds, drifting in from Mexigo, The boundary

|
should be fenced to prevent the last mentioned. [

The number of cattle permitted on the Monument should not be increased, i
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to one more deseriptive and more euphoiioue,

¢opy of this report is being suthltted to the Committes on the .
Preservation of Natural Conditions of the Ecological Society of America,
with recommendations as to action to/be taken by it and the Executive

Committee of the Society.

Reipectfully submitted,

(sgdd) A. 0. Veese

c GCollaborator




