Record Group 79 (National Park Service), Entry 10: Central Classified Files, 1907-49, Bx 2319, Folder: "Reports, General, 1940-48." The US National
Archives (NARA), College Park, Maryland. (Location: RG 79/150/34/11/6)
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UNITED STATES
C DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

P NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
¥ SOUTHWESTERN NATIONAL MONUMENTS

COOLIDGE, ARIZONA

May 20, 1942,

Air Mail

MEMORANDUM for the Regional Director, Region Three.

Supplementing my air mail memorandum of May 14, which is in
response to your memorandum of April 27 concerning the possibility
of establishing a park or monument area contiguous to Organ Pipe
Cactus National Monument on the Mexican side of the international

boundary, are reports by Assistant Naturalist Dodge and Custodian
Supernaugh, which are attached.

These reports must be considered preliminary, since they were
made largely from investigation and observation on the American side,
and from written reports on this area., Available Mexican maps of
this section appear to be inaccurate relative to the location of
topographic features. Predominant topographic features on the Mexi-
can side were roughly checked by compass from known points on the
American side of the border, and it is believed that locations of
these features roughly shown on the map enclosed with Mr. Dodge's

report give sufficiently accurate information for preliminary study
purposes,

A photographic supplement will be forwarded for Mp. Dodge's
report as soon as processed pictures are received from the contractor,

From preliminary information presented by Mr. Dodge and Mr.
Supernaugh, and from observations of the undersigned from Organ Pipe
Cactus National Monument and the Sonoita-Rocky Point road, it is
believed that the area in Mexico adjacent and directly south of the
monument does not have the qualities which would make it eligible
for consideration as an international park or monument area. The
narrow strip between the southern boundary of Opgan Pipe Cactus Na-
tional Monument and the Sonoita River now has considerable importance
from a wildlife protection standpoint, and the withdrawal of this /
area would be an extremely worthwhile protective measure in the
preservation of wildlife in both Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument
and in Mexico.




The area described in Mr. Dodge's report as of "primary interest"
is believed to be of outstanding interest and probably merits study
to determine its eligibility for park purposes. It is not so located
that it could be of importance in being considered as a part of an
international area in connection with Organ Pipe Cactus National Monu-
ment unless it could be connected in some way by a novel road or
parkway development. The Ajo-Sonoita-Rocky Point road does not lend
itself well to parkway development, having been constructed more along
state highway standards, and as it passes through the less scenic

portions of both the monument and the large area in Mexico south
thereof,

It is also understood that the area north of the so-called
"primary area" in Hexico, west of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument,
has been withdrawn as a strategic area for the duration of the war.

I can, therefore, see no way in which there would be justification
for setting up a contiguous area to Organ Pipe Cactus National Monu-
ment in Mexico without extending our present boundaries to the west,
unless an unjustified large amount of land was set aside, much of
which would be unusable, and not parklike in character. While an
international monument or park area contiguous to Organ Pipe Cactus
National Monument would bring more importance to the monument in many
ways, the main justification at this time would be wildlife protection
for the present monument area,
) 7 AN
"L Cgtae o) //’ e e
\__ Charles A, Richey, /
Acting Superintendent.
Enclosure 697.




UNITED STATES
c DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

P NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

b ORGAN PIPE CACTUS NATIONAL MONUMENT
AJO, ARIZENA

May 11, 1942.

MEMORANDUM for the Acting Superintendent.

Reference is made to Regional Director Tillotson's memorandum
of April 27, 1942, asking for information on the area in Mexico
Just south of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument.

I have just now found a suitable map and am enclosing a tracing
of the country with the area which would be beneficial dotted in
green,

The main area of interest and for wild life protection is the
Pinacate Region in which there is said to be at least 136 craters
and volcanic cones, many of which are of recent origin. The entire
area is covered by great lava flows and altogether is an exception-
ally interesting area,

The ‘Sonoita river 'at present, until adequate water is supplied
on the American side, is very important for wild life protection on
the monument and wild life refuge. The craters are the lambing
grounds for the majority of bighorms, which migrate to this area
each spring, There 'is said to be ‘a small pea growing in the sandy
ash which is very attractive to them. A great many antelope and
deer travel back and forth across the International Line,

A protected area on the Mexican side would be the greatest
protective measure for our wildlife that could be made.

The tourist possibilities of the area are unlimited as it is
a special type of desert with the craters and lava, and being close
along the Sonoita-Rocky Point road, could be made available for
use if desired,

For further information on this area I believe Hornaday's and
Lumholtz's reports would be helpful.

(Sgd.) WILLIAM R. SUPERNAUGH

William R. Supernaugh
Custodian,
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UNITED STATES

C DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
0
kp NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Y SOUTHWESTERN NATIONAL MONUMENTS 2
COOLIDGE, ARIZONA
May 18, 1942. e

MEMORANDUM for Acting Superintendent Richey. s

In response to your assignment to me on Nay 12 the project of -
obtaining information on the area in Mexico south and southwest of !
the Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, I submit the following report. |
Photos, to accompany the report, taken of the area in question from ‘
the north side of the International Boundary, were submitted on May 16
to the Chief Clerk to be forwarded to the photo contractor for processing.

GENERAL AREA

The region in Mexico lying south and southwest of Organ Pipe Cactus
National Monument is interpreted to mean the area bounded on the east
by a line running south from the southeast corner of Organ Pipe Cactus f
National Monument to latitude 31 degrees 30 minutes north; bounded on
the south by this parallel as far as 32 degrees 30 minutes west longitude;
on the west by this meridian running north to the International Boundary;
and on the north by the International Boundary as far east as the point
of starting.

This region, as bounded, contains several desert mountain ranges,
home of Desert Bighorn Sheep and several species of deer as well as

other wildlife; the Valley of the Sonoita River with its gulf coast
1 i
of

4

plants and animal associations; an extensive volcanic field wit!
remains of a once great volcano, more than 130 craters and cones
various sizes, ash deposits and lava beds; snow white sodium bicarbonate
lakes; huge sand dunes; an arm of the Gulf of California; and a region
rich in early Spanish history. However, some of these scenic and
scientific features are widely scattered while others are closely grouped.,
Therefore, for the sake of convenience in this report, the region is
arbitrarily divided into two parts called respectively; (1)

Primary Interest; and (2), Area 9£ Secondary Interest.

1

, Area of

AREA OF PRIMARY INTEREST

The point 113°30'W,., 31°45' N. is the center of a region of out-
standing scenic and scientific interest. This area is roughly a square

with 25 mile sides. (Note: Based on Mexican maps which are definitely




inaccurate, further surveys may show the location as here stated 'to be
incorrect. These locations should, therefore, be considered approximate. )
For the sake of easy identification, this area of primary interest:has
been colored pink on the map accompanying this report.

Accessibility

The northern part of the area of primary interest which is, roughly,
the region known as the Pinacate Volcanic Field, is accessible from' the
east and west by means of the road in Mexico paralleling the Interna-
tional Boundary and running from San Luis, (on the border south of Yuma)
to Sonoita (just south of the border below Organ Pipe Cactus National
Monument), It may also be reached from the United States more readily
by means of the desert road running from Wellton (on U. S. 80 east!of
Yuma) to Ajo. At Papago Well, a desert road leaves this route and enters
Mexico via Davis Canyon. This road crosses the International Boundary
approximately 8 miles north of the Crater known as Cerro Colorado which
is in the northeastern corner of the Pinacate Volcanic Field. Incidentally,
Cerro Colorado is approximately 20 miles west and a little south of
Quitobaquito which is near the southwestern cornmer of Organ Pipe Cactus
National Monument. Other portions of the area of primary interest are
accessible by short desert roads known to the few Indians and homesteaders
of the area, by horseback, and some portions by foot, only. After the
completion of the Sonoita-Rocky Point Highway, now under construction,
it seems quite practical to propose roads making accessible the eastern
and southern portions of the Pinacate Volcanic Field,

Geology

Within the area of primary interest and occupying its approximate
center, Pinacate Mountain, a dormant or extinct volcano rising 4,400
feet above tide water, is the Sierra Santa Clara of Father Kino. This
eminence, commanding an impressive view in all directions, is the center
of an extensive volcanic field including spectacular lava flows, ash
deposits, and approximately 136 (#2) craters and cinder cones of various

sizes, Some of these are reported to be 4,000 feet in diameter and 700
feet deep.

Following the disasterous earthquake of December 31, 1934, which
shook the coastal areas of southern California, geological studies of
the San Andreas Fault pointed to the Pinacate Volcanic Field as the
epicenter of the tremblors. Following the quake, in January, 1935,
violent volcanic eruptions were recorded in the Pinacate Field (%#2).

e T e




West of the Pinacate Voleanic Field, is a vast sand desert with

reported by Lumholtz (#4) to be more than 300 feet high. South-
west of the Pinacate Field is a region spotted with smnow=white lakes
of sodium bicarbonate, also described and mapped by Lumholtzs

dunes

Biology

Although the Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument and the Cabeza
Prieta Wildlife Refuge, in the United States; protect a portion of the
range of herds of desert antelope and bands of Desert Bighorn Sheep,
the critical portion of the range of both species is the Pinacate
Volcanic Field (A. A. Nichol in personal letter tonthe writer).
According to Nichol, both species are being gradually reduced in numbers
by being hunted in this and adjoining areas in Mexico and!their ultimate
extinction is quite possible unless steps are taken to provide protection
in this critical portion of their range, The Pinacate Field is the
summer range of the antelope and the lambing ground of the Bighorns
Nichol states that both species have somewhat modified their breeding
Seasons to provide optimum seasonal conditions, this modification
presenting the basis for wvaluable biological investigationsy

The Sonoita Valley not only provides water, during critical seasons,
for wildlife from Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument and the Cabeza
Prieta Wildlife Refuge, but it carries inland an extension of a climatic
belt and incident biological associations found along the eastern shores
of the Gulf of California. These biological associations find their
northern terminus in the southwestern and south' central portion of Organ
Pipe Cactus National Monument and provide' the principal Somoran Desert

species for the protection of which, inithe United States, the monument
was created,

Historical

Father Kino, the famous Jesuit priest and explorer, visited and
reported upon portions of this area. El: Camino:del Diablo, notorious in
history, traverses the northern part of the area. There is evidence
to indicate that Melchoir Diaz entered this region (%3).

Ethnology

The area in question is a part of the ancestral home of the branch
of the Papago Indian group known as the Sand Papago. Very little is
known of these people who are now few in number. :

fs SiicAptex (M &




ADT A ~TY

AREA Orf JtuT;ARI INTEREST

olored green on the map accompanying this report, the portion of
the general area considered as of secondary interest includes all of
the whole aside from the portion of primary interest.

Many of the scenic and scientific features found in the area of
Primary interest occur, also, in the area of secondary interest.  However,

they are either overflows from the area of primary interest, or are
widely scattered

Mountains, e cially the Cubabi, Cipriano, and San Francisco
ranges, contain bands of ert Bighorn and deer of several species,
There are other forms of wildlife., Adair Bay, an arm of the Gulf of
California, penetrates this area. The Sonoita Valley containing much
material of biological significance occupies a large part of this region.
Ives (#2) reports extensive fossil beds in the Cubabi Mountains, some
containing bones of large creatures. The area also takes in a portion
of the route of Melchior Diaz ;+3) and many of the trails pioneered by
Ki Parts of the Camino del Diablo 1ncL1H'n7 the watering
place, detﬁ Dcminy' are within this region, Ives reports unexcavated
trincheras of prehistoric Indians in the area about Sonoita, a very old
town which, in itself, is of historical note.

m)

The ea of secondary interest is accessible ‘“ﬁm the United
through Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument by hig and by rail from
the town of Mexicali, on the Mexico-California toraer. It is accessible
by boat from the port of Rocky Point on the Gulf of California, and from
the interior of Mexico by roads which terminate in Sonoita and in Rocky

States

1. Hornaday, W. T.: Campfires on Desert and Lava; Charles
Scribner's Sons, New York, 1909,

2. 1Ives, R. L.: Recent Vulcanism in Northwestern Mexico;
Pan American Geologist, Vol. LXIITI, June

5. Ives, R. L.: Melchior Diaz, The Forgotten kxplorer; Hispanic
American Historical Review, Vol. (VI, Feb. 1936,

4. Lumholtz, Carl: New Trails in Mexico.

S. McGee, W. J,: The old Yuma Trail, National Geographi
Vol. XII, p. 103, 1901.

gk
1935.

agazine,
(Sed.) NATT N. DODGE

Natt N. Dodge,
Assistant Naturalist.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

REGION THREE
SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO

‘1 Jue 12, 1040,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

___Organ Pipe Cectus NATIONAL MONUMENT =
<
_..Pox 38, Ajo, Ariszona . . ;
June 25 49 46 Do

MEMORANDUM for the Regionsl Director, FRegion Three.

There follows a report of activities in Organ Pipe Castus Nstional
Monument for the fiscal year of 1948. U

LAND USE; No land chsnges were made during the year, however the death of
Jose Juan Orosco, Indien permittee at Quitoboquito, requires a chsmge in
grasing pemmit if peniing motion extends the rigats to the heirs of Mr.
Qroseo.

GRAZING; We are now in one of the worst drought periods in the history of
one and consequently are receiving a great amount of demmge from over-
grasing. A study of the situation is now being condusted.

TRAVEL:; Travel has incressed constantly on the monument this year. 75,874
persons were recorded this fiscal year in comparison to 62,365 reported for
the previous year. With the resumption of unrestricted visitor travel, vis=-
itor travel time has inoreased and required most of the work time of Momument
personnel. Campground facilities are urgently needed to accomodate those vis-
itors desiring to spend extended time in the area.

SOIL AND MOISTURE CONSTRUCTION: Approximately $2700.00 for labor and materials

Were expended on Soll end Wolisture work during the fiscel year. Five miles

of fence on the monument south boundery wes completed, which should help

izmeasurably in eontrolling the drifting of stook, wild horses and burros,

into the monument from Mexico. Additional fencing will be nseded to complet-

ely segregate monument land elong the Internationel Boundary. i

ROAD MAINTENANCE; The Ajo-Sonoyta highway, main thoroughfere in the momument, 1
Fas been maintained continually during the fiscal year by the Publis Roads i
Administration. The Pima County Highway Department will assume maintenance
responsibility in September of the 1947 fiscal year.

PERSONNEL; The long-awaited for and much needed position of Renger was filled
on Marah 6, 1946, by Ray B. Ringenbach.

William R. Supermaugh,
Custodian
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UNITED STATES '
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE fikeg
REGION THREE Mt ‘ @ 1’ |
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO \M—:-% i
July 1, 197 R .

MEMOFANDUM for the Regiomal Director, Region Three. il ji;_ ’

Lis?

The following report covers the trip to Organ Pipe Cactus Natiomal
Monument for thc purpose of counting the Gray Cattle,

Naturalist Sullivan and I left Hanta Pe on May 30, driving te
Flagstaff, Arizona., On the 3lst, we'delivered a chevrolet pickup truck
to Montezuma CasXle NM., and after a quick trip to Montezuma Well, we
left for Organ Pipe Cactus, driving through Tucson to pick up Ranger
Steel, arriving at 0.P.C. June 1, about 10 a.m,

We set up camp at Bates Well, the home ranch of Hemry Gray, and the
work started that night, MNational Park Service persomnel participating in )
the work were, Ranger Panl Steel, White Sands HM., Ranger Ringenbach, 0.P.C., ¥
Naturalist Sullivan and myself; Custodian Supernaugh assisted whenever the '\\
rressure of other duties would allow him to be there, liost of the time the :
Grays* had four mem on the job and at times there were more depending upon
the obher work that reguired their attention,

The count was conducted as follows; the cattle wore "trapped® or "caughd®
at each well and held in the corrals until it was thought that all catile
watering ab that particular well had come in to water, The catile were
then counted and we moved tc the next well, A total of seven wells were
counted in this manner, Whenever it was thought that all cattle -atering
at any well had not come in, the Grays' estimated the number that should (o
be using that particular well, e gonerally counted two nights at each ¢ i
well, but in soms cases we took three nights in order to try and get a ( ol
more complete count, Ae the cattle watered at night we, "worked" until &l
about midnight or in some caseg 1300 to 2:00 a.m, to get all stock caming
ins The wells where we actually counted in this manner were; Bates Well
No. 1 and No.2, Walls Well()iller Ranch), Alame , Gaucharo, Dowling, and
the Gray Ranche

In LaAbre Valley and the Southwest cormer west of (uitgbagquito amd
Rincon or (Williams Spring), the wells are not fenced and we could not
trap the cattle there, Ve tried counting as they came in to water, at
Salt Well but after dark there were so many horses and burrps coming
areund that we couldn't tell burros from cattle so we gave matidoanpz
ad rode the country visiting the regular watering places and the
shere the cattle usually hang out, ifter riding three days we saw a Ly

vd about 25 cattle, so we had to estimate the number running there, ﬂu wry 8 i
| eattle in this esction are very wild and seldom seen unless a rider i | |

| ' | happens to come won them suddenly, ¢ %4

|
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A
The “count” lasted from June 1 to 18 and we believe a fairly X
accurate number was agreed upon. The results of the count at each well I
is as follows; : 4 \‘N
Name of Well. Date counted, Actual, o, Agreed ;:‘" ;‘Q
o o b g oinin UDORe 3 %
Bates No, 2. 6/1 - 6/2 175 175 \
Bates Ne. 1. 6/3 -« 6/% & 125 ,‘
Walls Well 6/6 « 6/7 a1 120
Alamo Canyon 6/8 - 611 u2 150
Gauchare 6/13 « 6/15 A 41
Dowling 6/13 - 6/15 59 59
| Gray Ranch 6/13 - 6/15 36 36
LaAbrg Valley, ete., 6/1% - 6/18 25 100
r“al’/o 6!.0 806

Twenty-seven head of cattle were sold and one butchered during the
counts Approximately 18 head of Wexican cattle were "deported” to Vexico
by the range riders and Cnstoms officizls,

liost of the cattle were in very good condition, although we saw very
few small calwes, This was due to the fact that last year (1946) was so
dry and the cattle 80 thin they did not breed until after the fall rains B
when enough feed was produced to get them in condition, I would alse like &
’ to say that as @ whole, the cattle have imyroved a great deal in gsneral i)
appearance since 1942 when I first saw them, The Grays have purchased
new bulls and have been culling the older poorer grade of cattle so that
their herd now is "grading up" in better shape, | ,

Forage conditions as a whole were fair te good and ]\,bheu is considerable
old feed on the ground plus a good "bean crop" on the mebquites, caveclaw,
and other browse,

The Grays®' wers very cooperative and the entire job went as smoothly - \
as could be expected. During the count two separate camps were maintaimed,
one for NPS personnel and one for the Grays's There were plenty of man
available at all times to carry on the worke




18 days with the Grays' and talking to Custodian
following recommendationss

] amplete the fence on the International Boundary as scon
o0ssible and endeaver to eliminate the large number of

vd horses now in the La Abra Valley and the Southwestern
ortion of the monument. These animals not ouly interfere
th the Grays' cattle at the watering places but also utilize
.remendous anount of forage that could be used by both catile
wildlife,

Tlimination of these animals would also allow a better
nagement plan for the Grays as they cannot keep many cattle

in this area at present due to their straying into Nexice
nd the large number of horses and burros keep them away from

ters

2o A proposal has been submitted to make a new dam in the

arroyo below the present Cement Tank, which is now silted full
and of no nse to anyone, Custodian Supernaugh and I discussed
this proposal and we both feel that rather than construct another
dam in this location, we could drill a well and place a windumill
and trough there for less than the dam - cost and we wouvld
have water when it was needed,

3, Clean out the old Wildherse Tank which is silting upe

In deing this we would not be opening any new areas Lo graszing
and would improve existing watering faeilities which would assist
in ouwr range distribution problem.

{iAHOLD M. RATCLIER
Harold M. Rateliff,
(SGD) E. T. SCOYEM  _ Poresten,
Approved for Distributlon Date // (/S /
Regional Director,

/

cc. The Director (2)7
Organ Pipe Cactus Ni.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR W ' _
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE a@?0 {o 560 12
-..ORGAN_PIFPE_CACTUS _NATIONAL MONUMENT N
B et i W
S0 . "B, 0, Bex 38 djo, Arimenai % B

May 9 1948.

MEMORANDUM for the Director.

There are attached pages covering the most significent events
at Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument during the 1948 fiscal year.

Lack of funds hes held us to routine administretion so that

little of outstending significance has occurred. J
2 Y, ‘

williem Re Supefnaugh, -
Custodian. !

ccs Regionel Director,
Region Three (2). ‘
|
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Orgap Pipe Cactus Nationel Monument Custodian's Apnnual §~<
May 9, 1948 Report g
TRAVEL A

Probably the most significant thing concerning Organ Pipe Cactus
National Monument this year is the reection of the visitor to tae
area. A great increase in the number of winter campers and lengthening |
of their steay shows the trend to a great use of this erea in the \
coming yearse

Leck of appropriations for esteblishment of cempgrounds end
sufficient personnel for control is the greatest handicep to the |
proper protection of the area, %
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Organ Pipe Cectus National Monument Custodien's Annuel |
May 9, 1948 Report |
Protection

During the year the foot end mouth disease in Mexico has brought

about a potential crisis in the wildlife of the area. A great aid
in protection from the situation wes the construction of fence along
the International Boundary. 7.4 miles of fence was constructed to
give us a completed fence elong our southern boundary. 7z miles of
fence on the west boundary leeaves us with approximately 15 miles
more to complete our boundary closure.

LS S
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Orgen Pipe Cactus Nationel Monument Custodien's Annual
May 9, 1948

Report

Personnel

The position of maintenanceman wes filled by Arthur Ds Guinn,
giving us a full time maintenance position.

Renger Rey Ringenbach was transferred to Chiricahua Netional
Monument and the ranger position filled by Glen T. Reens

Dannwk 1al 7
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VENORANDIN for the Baglonal Birector, Reglon Three. e ;

The following is & report om a field Srip to Organ t’o>
Csctus Natiomal Momwment, oxtemiing from September 2 to 19,
During the peried of Septembder 4 through the 18th, Acting Cyetodian
Bates K, Wileon and nyself covered practically the eatire area
reshack and car, Nr, Henry Gray, one of the permittees
the Grea was with uwe filve days and was a great Melp in

5 e
5

is typical Somoram

cover consisting 1y of Creosote Bush,

oy Palo Verds, Mesquite, Catelaw, Iren-
specicd of Cnctd, There are alse =

i various annual weeds that flourish during )
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GROVLER MINE FROPERIT, ,
Special attention was ﬂﬂl t. w.. pﬁm of )r"lldi

owned land within the monument boundaries. Tyis property
ing %o Mr. Albors 1. w. is' W" of & series of W‘I‘m
»w:.m-wﬂ.m The area 19 not large enough % de \
considercd as a um urdd sné the vegetation is very Y bl |
sparee, conaisting of Oreosote bueh, of no value for gras- it ¥
m.: few quu Pale Verde, and the variene Cacti comeistiang i
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Recommendations for Grazing Management at Orgen Pipe Cactus
dationsl Momument.

1. Toe fencing of the monument boundary along the Intersat- F ‘
lonal Boundary on the south side and for a short Adistance along "".‘
the west side to exelude tvespass grazing by wild Durros and
norses from Mexice should receive first consideration amd should
be dome as soon as practicable. This fence would lighten the
load on monument lands, concerving the forage for vildlife as woll
as for the Grays' sattle.

2. The development of at least iwe surface taaks in the Alamo
Cmmlot‘lu_nm.nﬁvmiﬂam‘mlﬁudﬁo ‘
sonwzent near "Hound Hi11", These tanke would furnish water for L)
«11d1ife e well as stock. The lmgrovement of existiag wateriag |
places ot ¥ildhoree Tank, Gement Tawk, snd in the cunyom seuth of i

Bates Well, b

The mt“’ the spring west of fnitobaquito knpwa
as Kineon or Wi Spring. This epring has been badly traspled
and needs excavation, femcing to preveat future trempling, asd
piping the mater to & wough below the spring. fbis would aot
require excessive Lmr naterials snd would inerease the flew

v v plased the weter development after the
fenoing as developmont of vater before the exclusica of the exgess
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ORGAN PIPE CACTUS NATIONAL WONUMENT
September 3, 1941
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By
Charles A. Richey, Assistant Superintendent _

In accordange with previous arrangements, departed Headquarters
at 6150 a.m., September 3, in Govermment car #2951, to meet Assceiate
Landssape Architeet Miller amd a representative of the Publiec Roads
Administration, Phoenix, Arizona, to srrange certain final construe-
tion details in commeotion with the Ajo-Somoite road construstiom,
Organ Pipe Caotus Hational Monumemt. Travelled via Tuecsom, Arigona,
to have Govermment auto checked over, required equipment not being
available at Headquarters. In Tucson was advised that the road through
the Indian Reservation, to Orgem Pips, was closed, and it was nesessary
to return via Casa Grande. Arrived at Organ P

dministration end Mr. Charles Luke who owns the land adjscent

ry on ‘Somoita end of the proposed .
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out that numerous scattered units might be objectienable from an
architeotural standpoint, Later this proposal was discussed with
u-oeuu Landscape Architeot Miller, and, it was understood, from

a lendscape and architectural atendpoint, he oould see no cbjestion
to Mr. Luke's proposal. :

It was agreed that Mr. Luke would contaet Superintendemt Miller in

the near future definite unmu for the
.3.....1.,..«'3-3‘?”‘ e e

lu Iyn dtuuu‘ with Mr. Miller and Nr.
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I left Headquarters €:15 A,1. March 30 emroute to Organ Pipe ‘
Cactus Natiomal Momument. Arrived 11;00 A.M., meeting Water kights 3_
Attorney Johnsod from the Sam Prancisco offiee at Ajo. We inmedi- :
tel dien Supernaugh, to inspect wells which might

1igivle for purchase with water rights funds, The
dew ‘(. ed to this mb‘”. party to Aje




specified freotion of the total production of the well should the
Guneight Mine ever come back into produotion. Assuming the capacity
to be as stated, it would sppear that such an arrangement would be
satisfectory and would still permit production of ample weter for
monument purposes. These details will be gone into further upen
learning the result of Mr. Dumn's test.

Growler Mine

From the Gunsight Mine, the perty proceeded to the Bates Well
and the Growler lMimes There is probably an unlimited supply of
water in the Growler Mine, because it was abendoned at a depth of
epproximately LOO feet as a result of flooding end apparently no
amount of ordimary pumping will free the mine of water to the point
where it can be worked. It is also reported locally that the ore
deposit was practically exhausted; hence the wvalue of the Growler
Mine is largely in its supply of water, There is & pump over the
old mine shaft now used to produce water for the eperation of a
small concentrates mill to which the present owners are hauling ore

small mine in the vieinity. Objectioms to the Growler | —
m&.im ly are in ite location at a considerable dis-
dble headquarters site., Sinece, however, our plans
lishment of a ranger station for protection
““l ‘that section of the monument, acquisition of
zht . would be extremely logieal. It would supply
for wild life watering places in
Sinse water is an omxx valuable
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operations were suspended because of a minor fallure of equipment
but were to be resumed the following day. Mr. Superunaugh is opti-
mistio and believes that an adequate supply of water may be developed
at that point., 8hould the well be successful, I agree that we may
reasonably accept the tentative looation north of the well as an
effective headquarters lecation. The location appears to have many
advantages in topography, for interpretation, end in its relation

to the through road. [Experience is slowly demconstrating that pro-
bably the requirements of comtrol on through traffic cen be met with-
out insisting upon relation of the headquerters site to the north
boundary. This statement 1s, of course, predicated upon the poliey
that no fees will be colleeted for use of the main highway to Somolta
which passes through the momument from north to south.
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and will leave a scar
is lecated which will be difficult te ebliterate and
be ebliterated until a CCC camp is obtained for the o
much better drainage that will be pessible on the propesed
%o justify the change. The effect on animal life of the

will be negligible. The Regional Biolegist, therefore,
propesed route for this road.

recesmended Lhat any young and healthy plants eof Organ Pipe

mtwbmutbmmo‘nuootthhrudhuﬁ
tmmnormmmmdww-mofﬂz
+ Frobably thds can profitably be done alse for some of the

that are growing om the prepesed route, It is further redom—
M—uprun‘amobonnudnnwnl;houqcu

ids road, Visiters are certaln te wast to steop te leok at plants eor
or Lo climb some of the hills and if parking places are net
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and ommiu umt Bnte- Well,

Near the western bdmdm of the m and perhaps 2 oti‘ x
south of the road leading |
spicuous hill in the ﬂcin:tty of which is the best antel
the Monmument. Antelope have been seen there several times t
Ve did not see any of these animals during our visit to the
we saw mamy tracke, It is believed that the comstruetion of an |
tank at some suitable place in this antelepe pasture would cause
u:tddpt “ utilize thh part of thp mu-m aq d m round home,
lear the top of one of the hﬂlo -mm: ot Batu Won. a small tank
has been ereated by the bullding of s Q‘XM concrete dam, b%\'d to
have been built during prohibition times to supply water for a still,
T have not yet seen this tank but hope to do so on my mext visit to




the last living w
‘the constructio

3 R el ¢ % oL ‘ g i
One other possible water pment may be mentiened a% this time.
The present plan is to attempt to obtain & well about 4 miles east of
the propesed headquarters site, If and when this is .eoe:fmh«i,\ it
may be advisable to comstruct a small tank for wildlife mear the well
and run a pipe to it, since this ig'a good deer country and such a tank
vould ‘probably be utilized by both whitetail and mule deer, .

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

A stock-proef boundary fence is badly needed for this NMonument.
It is my understending thet the Grazing Service CCC Camp which fenced
part of the north boundary last winter is mot going to be moved teo
southern Arigona this winter and, therefore, no more femce can be ‘
built at this time. However, it is hoped that a CCC camp may be ob-
tained for the Monument for the period beginning next April and in
such a case the entire boundary will be fenced in due time, !

Custodian Supernaugh has suggested the desirability of a patrol
cabin at the old Jenkins place a short distance northeast of Cuiteba—
quite, I eencur im this suggestion. There is a goed well at this
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part of th jobe or ut. (Simmonds
bushy shrub, is perhaps the best browse plant in the Monumen
is extensively browsed by both cattle and deer and its usually

3ds are much eaten by white-winged doves. Senita (lo
)s sometimes called old man eactus, is reproducing s /

. torily where it eccurs in the Menument. This cactus is commen in
some parts of Mexico, but in the United States it is found enly in
the Organ Pipe Cactus Natienal lMonument and in certain places in the
Cabeze Prieta Wildlife Refuge, Nowhere does it ocour mere than about
three miles north of the intermational boundary,

There are considerable mumbers of wild burros and some wild horses
in the Monument, but Custodian Supernaugh believes he will be able to
get rid of these quite readily after the Monument has been feneced.

In the 1940 annual wildlife report, the Custodian reperted an es-
timated number of 1,000 javelines in the Monument. These animals
frequent the washes in various parts ef the area. On several eccas—
ions javelines have been seen on or aleng the Ajo—Somoyta road by the
Custodian, It is net unlikely, therefore, that these unique animals
will occasionally be seen by visiters to the Monmument,

Mr. Supernaugh believes that there are four varieties or subspecies
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National Men

gin te have the variety of |

species of deer, its ebundance of es, and its stock ef desert
antelope and desert bighorns, make & most unique l-lslllbh&‘:m‘," desert
-ml" k¢ W A UM, s g
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I have made the statements in the preeceding paragraph beeause I

have sometimes wondered whether those in the Washington Offige whe
have mot seen this area fully realize its importance as a national
monument, There is now pending in the Congress a bill, already passed
by the Senate, which would change the name of this lMonument to the
Organ Pipe Cactus National Recreational Area and open it up to mining,
The two main objections to opening the area to mining are that it
would increase the difficulty of pretecting the area against peaching
and would likely lead to a multiplieity of miner roads, because in
such a desert area if one drives in the same place three or four times
he has a road.

Very much more serious, however, than epeming the area te mining
is the propesal to change it to a National Recreational Area. If .
such & precedent, that of taking & perfeetly good monument which was
set aside specifiecally to preserve and protect objects of umique
scientifie value and changing it into a netional reereational ares,
is once established, I do not see how any of our seiemtific national
monuments can ever be considered safe in the future. I fully realize
that recreation is of many kinds and that when one goes inte Organ
Pipe Cactus National Monument merely to look at the plants and ani-
mels he is indulging in a form of recreation., I have said as muech

FOMO 2 OZ




S AT T NUDHO 202

o ey -

be dmfﬁ O‘W‘ rom natior .
This new tnt at nnmuu, which is now in effect at
the Boulder Dam lht:hmn]. Reereational Area, is more flexible than ne-

tional park status." In other words, the Service itself went on record
as being less anxious than certain citizens outside of the Service to
give complete protection te this valuable area., It h for these rea-
sons that I nght that tlmvr must be some ] W

do net tab;

ment status hn little mmu v

area status. I sincerely hope that som

pending bill before it is umn; ‘

Because m Qrgm Pipe Oaatup ‘
life area in the Region, I feel tha ,
ted with 1t as possible Before a CCC camp is |
I shall, therefore, plan to ge back to the area,
in order to inspeet on foot or on Im‘uhuk m
are imecuq.ble by automobile, =
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Scene along propesed rot‘l of Ajo-Seoneyta road, {
Organ Pipe Cactus, Saguare, ocotillo. b !

Mexican jumping bean mear proposed route of Aje-
Sonoyta road.
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ri) 18,5 feet

(Lemaireogereus thi

high, with 56 branches.

Organ Pipe Cactus




