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Circular Ne. 1502

ue

REGULATIONS TO FERNIT MINING WITHIN THE
RGAN TITE CACTUS NATIONAL
CNUMENT IN ARIZONA

F TFE INTERIOR
;ﬁ:eral Land Office
Washington
January 20, 1942

185.33h Statutory authority. By the Act of Congress
ctober 27, 1941 (Putlic Law 281 - 77th Congress), all
posits of the classes and xinds then subject to lo-
ntry and patent under the United States mining laws
e Crgan Pipe Cactus National Monument in Arizona, were
made, exclusive of the land containing them, subject to dis posal
under such laws, with right of cccupation and use of so much of
the surface of the land as may be required for all purposes )
reasonably incident to thc mining or removal of the minerals )
and under such general regulations as may be prescribed by the ?
Secretary ef the Interior.
185.33i Mining Locations. The lands within the Organ Pipe
io Nonument as established by Proclamation No. 2232
21 1937 (50" 'State 1827), &

are open to prospectin
mineral subject to location under the W“ited

N

s : laws and upon discovery of any such mineral,
cations may be made in accordance with the provisions of th
rining laws and regulations thereunder. Such locations duly

i 1 carry all the rights and incidents af mining locations,
Fat they will give to the lecator no title to the land
heir boundaries, or claim thereto, except the right to

bt

Q

h

n

®

of surface. Occupation and use
ce of a minlnf Clalm is restricted by the Act te such
nably incident to the exploration, development and ex-
raction of the minerals in the claim. Accordingly, any locator
or patentee of a mining claim located under this Act will be en-
titled to such right. Prospecters and miners shall at all times l 1
conform to any rules now prescribed or which may be made ap;licable "
by the Secretary eof the Interior to this monument. Special attention

.33) Occupation and use
of the surfa
s

is reaso

-
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egulations prohibiting hunting, trapping

\“
:
nument . !

nAda o ry Lk
mdarice

monument

the mining

sed

e

s/ FRED W. JOHNSOI
I concur (6 ioner.

1 rk Service.
F A g o
Approved: JAN 20, 1942
OSCAR L. CHAFMAN

s
LYo

These regulations are issued under the authority contained

in the Act of October 27, 1941 (Public Law 281 - 77th Congress) .
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[Pusric Law 281—77Tan CONGRESS]

[CHAPTER 459—18T SESSION]
[S. 260]

AN ACT
To permit mining within the Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument in Arizona.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That within the
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument in Arizona all mineral
deposits of the classes and kinds now subject to location, entry, and
patent under the mining laws of the United States shall be, exclusive
of the land containing them, subject to disposal under such laws, with
right of occupation and use of so much of the surface of the land as
may be r(:fuired for all purposes reasonab(lg) incident to the mining
or removal of the minerals and under such general regulations as

may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior.
Approved, October 27, 1941.




.« Robert I, P
( . \"'A | ! g
129 Guy Park Avenue )
November 13, 1941 WA e /
—— —
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; | )y,
Chairman on Public Lands w4
enate Offlce Bullding ol }
ashington and
)e Co
ly dear Sir:
hile I do at action, 1f any 18 been taken on the
Mardock bil - S4/260) which would permit mining withe
In the Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument in Arizona, I would
like at this time ter with you a sincere protest
againat the pasaa bille It seems to me, in view of
the relatively s levoted in our vast countr; o the
nurpose of preserving for posterity some of our worldefamous

ral assets, that we are coriminally negligent ! 5 rmit

such Intrusions as the one proposed to threaten thes
reclous reservations. We have already In our hist
cusably deatroyed far too many of the natural heritag
our good rfortune as & nation to receive. Juc K X
o 10 national parks and many national monuments,
that the satisfactions received by tens of thouse
and in some cases millions, to our nations p s
more than offset the material galns which a few 1
would obtain as a result of thelr commercial desp
these irreplaceable u;f:t'*ts. In a democracy the r
great numbers of people should be given full cons

rotest the White D1ll (H.#3395 \»'. ich would
l}OOO Q00 for a new road from t @ Bec l*“ lver
10, at the southwest corner of Yellowstone Park
Y

when a park is as well provi ud with ex-
Yellowstone 1s, I can see no real excuse for
another expensive ehdrgnce especlally at a *’:w

we need our millions for things much more vital

like this when
to our nation,

I do hope that you will exercise vigllance against
threat of using some of our natlional parks for 1

naval training purposes. Considering the extent

the constant
N
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

October 29, 1941.

MEMORANDUM for Mr. Drury.

The following persons and/or organizations submitted
telegrams to the President urging him to veto Senate Bill

260, — permitting mining within the Organ Pipe Cactus National
Monument:

Bertha B. Sturgis, New York, New York.
Bill Kamp, President, Wasatch Mountain Club, Salt Lake )
City, Utah.

National Audubon Society, New York City, through Mr.

National Parks Association and cooperating organizations,
through Mr. William P. Wharton.

Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, Portland, Oregonm, '
through Mr. E. J. Hughes. ‘

American Museum of Natural History, New York, through
H. E. Anthony, Secretary, Conservation Committee.

Ecological Society of 1000 scientists, through Mr.
F. Charles Kendeigh, Shelford.
Everglades National Park Association, through Mr. Ernest
F. Coe.

Sierra Club, San Francisco, California, through Mr.
William E. Colby, Secretary.

American Society of Landscape Architects, through Mr.

P. H. Elwood, Vice President, and Chairman on Parks and Monu-
ments Committee.

W. G. Van Name, New York, N. Y. ’

Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, through Mr. H. A. ;
Hertenstein, President.

American Alpine Club, through Mr. J. M. Thorington.

California Alpine Club, through Mr. Henry A. Perry, President.

Mr. Henry Baldwin Ward, Urbana, Illinois.

American Nature Association, through Mr. Arthur N. Park,
President.

John H. Baker, Executive Director. A
Committee on the Preservation of Natural Conditions for | X
the U. S. Ecological Society of America, through Curtis L. f Ks
Newcombe . i
Arizona Wildlife Federation, Tucson, Arizona, through Mr. f ~
Charles T. Vorhies, Secretary-Treasurer. { 0]
|
1
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In addition thereto, the following organizations submitted
letters urging veto of the same bill:

American Planning and Civic Association, Washington, D. C.
Montana Mountaineers, Missoula, Montana (affiliate of the
Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs).
Izaak Walton League of America, Inc., Chicago, Illinois.
Ecological Society of America Committee on the Preservation
of Natural Conditions for the United States, Williamsburg, Virginia.

Admlnlstratlve A531stant
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NATIONAL PARKS ASSSCIATION

PMRIVATE ORGANIZATION 1624 H STREET, N. W
EOU ) 1919 . 0. C.
QOUNDED WASHINGTON, D. C.

Jroton, Massachusetts.
Octaober-2%v—19417

a8 T Hon. Harold L. Ickes, . -1
S aadaden Secretary of the Interior, 4 /0 & "
Weshington, D. C. § '
©/30
/4[£ﬁ+4/ /!
. 28 - —-— _‘__,-r'b‘
Dear Mr. Secretary:

I understand that the National Park Service
has recommended to you that the Interior Department )
recommend to the President that he veto the bill to
open the Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument to mining
(S, 260). Appareantly the President referred the matter
to the Department,partly as a result of a considerable
number of telegrams and letters from various conserva<
tion orgenizations urging such a veto.

Knowing of your keen interest in the National
Parks and Monuments, and your desire to have them
passed on unimpaired to future gererations, I feel
onf ident that you will pass on the recommendation
which the Service has made. Let me say on behalf of
the Netional Parks Association and 1its affilia ted

organizations, that we shall heartily support such

action on your part.

Since"e%ygyuurs,
PO AT, = =

oo Wim "P_Wb.artmr'—““ T ———
: e President.




ILLINOIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

THE CHICAGO ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
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UNITED STATES

4 UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

October 17, 194l.

MEMORANDUM for Mr. Demaray:

Concerning passage of the bill on Wednesday to permit mining in
the Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, the following points seem to

me to be important in considering the prepsration of a recommendation )
to veto:

1. The probable damaging effect of this enactment upon other VAN
ereas, both national monuments and national parks where the mining X
and grazing questions frequently are raised. I do not see how we &
could disagree in any respect with Representative Case's fear that 3
the approval of this measure will break down the integrity of many ;j
other national monument areas; 0

2. While the bill provides for the spplication of such general
regulations &s may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior,
it does not provide for operations through leases, or for the paymeat
of a reasonable sum to the Federal Government for the minmerals ex-
tracted. Apparently, under this messure a prospector could dig indef-
initely whether he found anything or not, using as much of the surface
as he could claim a need for, construct such reads, trails, and other
structures as he could claim would be necessary for ingress and egress
and for operations reasonably incident to his diggiamgs. No doubt he

would claim a vital need for fuel, water, and in many instances for-
age;

3, Since the bill does not sufficiently implewment the proper
control of prospecting and mining activities in relation to the use
of the area for national monument purposes, it may be concluded that
the Congress does actually consider parts of the intiquities Act out-
moded. In this connection it seems to me that the Department would be
in an excellent position to explain how the situation im which we
now find ourselves was exactly what we had in mind when the amendment
of the Antiquities Act was proposed to the 76th Congress;

4. During passage of the bill on Wednesday the question was
relsed whether it would make any change in existing law. The answer
was that the bill would not change any existing law, and that na-
tional monuments being created by Executive Order are not created
under a separate act or law. It seems to me that the Department
should point out the fallacy of this reasoning since the fact is that
this bill, if approved, will have a defimite nullifying effect on
an important part of the meaning of the Antiquities Act, which effect \|
will extend itself as precedent to other cases; \
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ADCESS Owe ¥

WASHINGTON

e DESTTOR WA TR rare SEWOCE

Octoder 15 » 1941,

M. Prank L. Nysiop,
Prealdent, Raddoullesld
Katural Science Qlub,
265 Kings Righway, Tast,
Haddonfield, New Jarsey.

Dear Wr. Hyslopt

vy reference {rom Secretary lckes, we have received your let- )

ter of Ostober 11, sdvising that at the instance of the forty mem-

bers of the Haddonf leld Naturel Jcisnce Club you are protesting

against M. i.anub.mmw-mmcmnmm
H’-caﬂulcuoulwt.

Te sppreciste having your views anc asewre you that these wlls

are being carefuily studled.

Sincerely yours,

deo. L. Cellins,
Acting Chdef,
JiCHwt Leand Planming Division.

V4

Tharee
., Soutiwestern N. M.
Cust., Organ Pipe Cactus N.M.

EelP-Room 51

" ————-
N

" ., - 4 emd smiiah "
Somasece wf Watiwant W ikdli o Raviow atbon W oub

smang Be puople of hbs watbun




TELEGRAM
A The White House 5

11:33aM o
Mashing
NEW YORK, N.Y., OctoBer 25, 1947
THE PRESIDENT.

STRONGLY URGE YOU TO VETO BILL TO PERMIT MINING WITHIN
OrgAN PiPE CacTus NATIONAL PARK AS ENTIRELY UNNECESSARY AS
DANGEROUS PRECEDENT FOR COMMERCIAL INTEREST INVASION OF OTHER
NATIONAL PARK AREAS IN THE FUTURE.

ELise S. UNTERMYER.

UILme ANd N8Iy 1o careful study of the situation and are
united in opposing the measure.

Iy I take Eh? liberty of en%fgéin: a brief summary of th
situation. Thia 4a hichle aanAoancad awd ecess —. ;o ol

o 5 .

i kW

L O
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\ Homorary P fen President Vice-President Vice-President Vice-President f
Coran M, Renro

Jay N, Daruino Davip A LWARD Wittiam L, Fincey s P, PLuMMER

NATIONAL WILDLIFE IFEDERATION

1210 SIATERENIH-STPHERT N W WASHINGTON e,
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o

Organised
vined for tho pe . A 3
* tho purpose of restoring and perpetasting the natural resources of this Contlnent through an aroused and enlightenod oplolon among the poople of this vatlon

Sponsors of National Wildlife Restoration ook




TELEGRAM & M

14wuo 39oL ‘@hz mhﬂ:e %nuggw e % /Py
Mashington

New York NY 825am OcT 23 1941 (/

y
/

THE PRESIDENT
THE WHITE HoOusE

APPRECIATIVE OF YOUR INTEREST IN AND EFFORTS FOR CONSERVATION

MAY | URGE YOU TO VETO SENATE BILL NUMBER 260 PERMITTING MINING

WITHIN THE ORGAN PIPE NATIONAL MONUMENT RESERVATION AND ENTERING
WEDGE TO RAIDS ON THE WHOLE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.

BERTHA B STURrRGIS.
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C
;P ANKING AND CIVIC ASSOOIATION
Union Trust Building
WASHINGTDS, B.G
Copies to = V), . ) 3 %i
Osteber 25, 19ul
The President
Washington, D. €. 3
My dear lir. President: :
May I respectfully call to your attention Hit 2675 te permit mining hj
within the Orgar Pipe CGactus Hational Veonument, whioh passed the louse ~
on Ooctober 15, follewing the passage of an idemtical bill (8 260) in the o
Senate on May 23, 19417

Our Association would like to reguest you to vete the Bill. We
opposed its passage by Congress and we believe that if it becomes the law
of the land it will neot enly iavolve unnegessary damage teo the Haticual
Monument but that it will be en exceedingly bad prevedent. This seems to
be a clear case of public peliey as against doubiful private zain. We
take pleasure in presenting the rsasoms for the stand we have taken:

(1) The lonument was coreated by your Zxzecutive Order om April 13,
1937, as authorized by the Matiocnel Antiquities Aot of 1906. It ocemtains
330,687 ecres - a little more than a third of the gise of the Joshua Tree
bationel Menument amd about & sixth of Death Valley National Nenumeat in
California. The lines were drawn very carefully to excliude knewn commercial
mineral arsas. Your Executive Urder was designed to set up adeguete pro-
tection te the area. Lxisting grasing rights were teo continmue cnly during
the lives of the present holders of permits and after that the area was
to be free from grasing of domestic animals. It was fully expected that
in time the National Park Service would be in a pesition teo give the Organ
Pipe Caotus Naticual Monument that complete protection frem sen~genforming
uges which the area deserves. Under the act passed by Congress the area
would be forever open to prespeocting and mining. Congress having once
delegated to the President the authority to ereate National Monuments, it

seems i1llogioal that it shoulld pass measures to break down the protection
80 authorized.

(2) The protection of the zround surface and the plant and animal
1ife in desert areas is a muoh more difficult and delicate prosess than the

In the vast desert areas of the Southwest

protection of forested lands.
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Ecological Society of Amer?

COMMITTEE ON THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL CONDITIONS

FOR THE UNITED STATES
ESTABLISHED IN 1917

Exerutine Group

CURTIS L. NEWCOMBE, CHAIRMAN
COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY

FRANC!S RAMALEY mostowoey
WILLIAMSBURG. VIRGINIA

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO
POULDER COLO®MADO

A M OWRIGHT A TON0GT October

CORNELL UNIVERSITY
ITHACA NEW YORK

GEORGE L CLARKE. AQUATIC ETOLOGY i
HARVARD UNIVERSITY , _ PAR
CAMBRIDGE WASSACHUSETTS

5 - - n - NS s
¥r. Newton B. Drury, lirectior
ational Parks oervice
T 3
of lnterior
p
s Co
e dr. Drury:

We have recently learned
to permit
Monument.
ment sction leading to

minine
dlliadiy

views with

o
:
’
3
-
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sel toward tnese tion

fe 1es
your voice may Le heeded 1n tne settlement of

gservatllion deDales.

Tais Committiee

A. O. WEESE, #OKCOLGY
UNIVERSITY OF OKLAMOMA
NORMAN, OKLAHOMA

ALBERT L. DELISLE, SECRETARY
COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA

oy
o, -

prineiples of National Park policy.
- spatched to President Roosevelt

e his power of veto now

the passage of S. B. &0
in the Organ Pipe Cactus National

e reat disappoint-
such an encroachment on the long

keecord-

and trust that

such con-

yrofited greatly through our cooperation

arrangesent with the Park Service whereby Dr. Weese was
sppointed collaboral@r Lo visit and study the ®rgan Pipe

area.

It seems that much may be gained from such unity

of conservation effort and I sincerely hope that this
may constitute Dut a pvegluning of such collaboration,

in the OUrgan Pipe project.

day we thank you agaln for the fine spirit of cooperation
that has characterized our work with the Park Service

Faitnfully yours, :

e













UNITED STATES = & i
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR A
National Park Service

The Director,
U. S. National Park Service
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

During the period between April 9 and 20, I made a trip to the f,,l
Organ Fipe National Monument, and spent such time as was not taken
up by travel, in the examination of this area and in conferences
with individuels from whom information eould be obtained, My first
conference was with Dr, Charles T. Vorhies of the University of

Arizona, and Dr. Forrest Shreve of the Desert Laboratory, with whom

1 spent the evening of April 10, after my arrival at Tucson, and a

QLT T

-

TAY

considerable portion of April 18, after my return to that city.

P
iy’ q
Drs. Vorhies and Shreve are my associates on the commitiee of Wd\/ 0
J .
the Ecological Society of America having power to make recommendations \05

in regard to the Organ Pipe National lionument. They were unable at
thig time, to accompany me to the area, but since they were already very
femiliar with the territory, our conversations were helpful.

Others with whom I conferred, in addition to the National Park
Service persomnnel, were Mr. A. A, Nichol, of the Arizoma GameDepartment,
who has been femiliar with the area for many years; and Mr. A. H, Trowbridge
of the Fish and Wild Life Service, stationed in Tucson.

I left Tucson the morming of April 11, and during the foremoon conferred
with acting Superintendent Richey, Messrs. McDougall, Dodge, Supernaugh, and

others, travelling to Ajo by car with Messrs. MeDougall aend Supernaugh

during the afternoon.

The succeeding five days were spent in examination




of the Monument, accompanied by Messrs, McDougall and Supernaugh., During
this period, the distance of approximately 350 miles, within the Monument,

was ocovered, as indicated on the aoccompanying sketeh map. This gave me the

opportunity of seeing practically every part of the area, except the

higher mountain reglons. The morning of April 17 was spent in confer-

ence with Superintendent Hugh Miller, with whom I travelled to Tucson

and Saguaro National Monument in the afternoon. Further conferences with )

Drs. Vorhies and Shreve and with A, A, Nichol of the Arizona Game Depart-

!

ment were then held.

The Organ Pipe Cacotus National Monument represents the largest area

L A4

at low altitudes in the Southwest under the control of the National Park

Service. It is the only area of anything like similar character, which

i8 large enough for the preservation of the original biotic conditions.,
There is also sufficient diversity of conditions within the Monument to

provide for the maintenance of an adequate sample of the biotie community

of the Sonoran Desert. This, l.believe, should be the primary purpose of

this Monument, although the scenic values as repregented by the rugged

mountains and the desert valleys are not to be ignored.  According to the

classification of Olements, the biotic community of this area is the

Larrea-IFranseria Formation, .of which it is a typical example, Larrea

(Creosote bush) and Franseria (Bur-sage) are the most prominent and

widely distributed plant dominants in the Monument., Other plants men-

tioned by the above author as oharacteristic of the Shrub Desert Community

such as Acacia (catolaw), Prosopid (Mesquite), Parkinsonia (Palo verde),
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Dalea (Smoke tree) and Chilopsis (Desert willow) are also present in
abundance,

The flora includes also many species which are not to be found beyond
the Monument, except in the Coastel Plain Desert of Mexico, and there are
others which are to be found but sparsely beyond this area. Outstanding
examples of thie are the Senita Cactus and the Organ Pipe Cactus which has

given to the Monument its present name. The Saguaro is also a prominent

feature of the landscape.
I find that there is a misapprehension on the part of locel people,
and perhaps on the part. of those elsewhere, to the effect that the principal

purpose of the Naticnal Monument is as indicated by its name, the preserva-

Ty Sl

tion of the Organ Pipe Cactus, which is used as an argument for the reduction 1
of its area to include merely some prominent stands of this plant. The great-
est value of the lMonument can be realized only if it is considered as an
opportunity for the preservation of an outstanding example of the Sonoran
desert of the Southwestern United States and Northwestern Mexico.

The larger desert animals,are well represented in the area, although
they have not been studied as thoroughly as might be wished. There are two
or three bande of the Desect Mountain Sheep; at least three or perhaps four
species and subspecies of deer, desert antelope, and Javelinas. These
mammals were present in much larger numbers than at present before the begin-
ning of the recent period of extended drouth, but with the return of more
humid conditions and with some rather slight provisions for the maintenance

of the water supply during drouth periods, a considerable growth in the




population of larger mammals might be expected. .Another favoring circum-

stance would be the elimination of grazing by cattle, on the expiration of

present permits, The limiting factor for the larger mammals seems %o be
water, rather than vegetation, as it appears that food plants are plentiful,

even in drouth seasons. There is sufficient diversity of physiography and

of vegetational type to make possible the permanent maintenance of the
typical animal components of the Serub Desert. Any reduction of the size i)
of the monument would seriously limit its value. The biotic community,
including both plants and animals, must be preserved im its entirety.: A
gsufficient animal population is as necessary for the maintenance of the
proper conditions for the plant components of the community, as are the
plants for food and cover for animals. No small area, however outstanding q
gsome of its features may be, can suffice for the preservation of a
complete biotic community.

Birds are abundant. No attempt was made during the present reconn-
aissance to make a list of species. . Prominently observed were the Western
Mourning Dove, Gambel's Quail, the White-winged Dove, the Red-tailed Hawk,
the Phainopepla,: etc,

Many reptilian species are, of course present, including the Gila

Monster,.the Red racer and other spectacular: forms.

NAME

Because of the. restricted connotations of the:title "Organ Pipe

Cactus National Monument", it seems to me desirable, whenever it becomes
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possible without administrative complications, that the name be changed
to one more descriptive of the broader purposes of the area. Such desig-
nations as "Sonoran Desert N.M.", "Gila-Sonoran Desert N.M." or even
"Sonoran N.,M,", "Gila-Sonoram N,M.". Others may be more suitable. The
above suggestions including the word "Sonoran" serve to indicate the
continuity of the area with the state of Somnora, Mexico, and also to call

attention to "Life Zone (Merrimm)" represented. I believe the term

"Desert N.M." has been suggested by the Gila Bend Chamber of Commerce,
but that title seems to be of too broad application. VAN

The importance of the area is such that I would favor its ultimate

N
: = o g 5 4 N
designation as a National Park. However, this is probably not the time id
o

for the proposal of such a change.

GRAZING

It is my understanding that present permits allow the grazing of 525
head of cattle on the Monument. It does not appear that this number is

excessive, although there is some trampling and overgrazing in the vicinity

of waterholes. The limiting factor in carrying capacity for domestic stock
appears to be water supply rather than food.

In addition to the 525 cattle mentioned above, there are on the area
a considerable number of wild horses and burros, some Indian horses and
probably some stock of various kinds, drifting in from Mexico. The boundary
should be fenced to prevent the last mentioned.

The number of cattle permitted on the Monument should not be increased,
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and grazing should be terminated with the expiration of the present permits.
This will liberate the grazing areas, and more importantly, the waterholes
for the use of wild game, and will make possible the inerease of this

population to its natural size.

PROSPECTING AND MINING
Prospecting has been carried on in the area of the Monument for a

long period of time. ‘The mineralized nature of the mountains to the

north of the Monument was known prior to the establishment of the present

)
vV \
boundary between the U.S. and Mexico. There have been several periods of X
N
rather intense activity within the Monument itself. This activity has \ \3
i ~
resulted in the establishment of no mines producing at the present time. i b

However, the opening of the Monument to prospecting at this time would ‘
probably result in a considerable influx of prospectors, and a period of
feverish activity for a few years, since an announcement of the opening

of the area to prospecting would serve to create the impression that a new

and unexplored area was being opened. This would result, undoubtedly, in
the establishment of many new trails and primitive roads, the effects of
which remain in the desert for a long time after their abandonment.

It would be impossible to prevent the use of a certain amount of
vegetation for fuel and other uses, and each prospector considers the
possession of a dog and a gun as his inalienable right. This combination
of circumstances would make the development of a normal game population

difficult, even if we do not consider the difficulty of restraining of
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poaching, which would undoubtedly be increased with the opening of the

area to prospecting. The difficulty of patrolling the Monument under

such conditions is apparent.

The effect of opening the area to prospecting as I see it, would be
to postpone for a considerable length of time, the establishment of a

normal game population, and to make that establishment more difficult

when finally attempted. Mining does not, in my opinion, need to be

considered seriously, except as a short period of activity might intens-

ify the conditions noted under prospecting.

The change of status of the Monument to a recreation area would be

unfortunate, as it is not suited to recreation as ordinarily understood,

and would probably make more dAffficult the exclusion of hunting.




RECOMMENDATIONS

That no change permitting prospecting or mining in the Organ Pipe
Cactus National Monument be approved.

That grazing of cattle be limited to the numbers at present allowed,
and that it be discontinued on expiration of present permits. (It is
possible that termination of the present permits might be negotiated
in return for a "dude ranch" concession.)

That a few additional "tanks"™ or other water-supply improvements be
undertaken for the special purpose of supplying water during drouth
years,

That with the curtailment or cessation of grazing and the amelioration
of the water situation such other efforts as are necessary be taken
for the restoration of normal animal populations. It is not antici-
pated that any measures other than adequate protection would need to
be taken.

That in the administration of the Monument due emphasis be given its
character as a biological monument whose principal function is the
preservation of the complete and balanced biotic community of this
particular type of desert which extends from Southern Arizona to
Southern Sonora.

That, when circumstances permit, the name of the Monument be ¢

anged
to one more descriptive and more euphonious.

A copy of this report is being submitted to the Committee on the

Preservation of Natural Conditions of the Ecological Society of America,

with recommendations as to action to be taken by it and the Executive

Committee of the Society.

Respectfully submitted,

(sgd.) A. 0. Weese

Collaborator

sgandye
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SUMMARY OF GEOLOGIC DATA RELATIVE TO MINING IN THE
ORGAN PIPE CACTUS NATIONAL MONUMENT AREA, ARIZONA,

Leglopel $00)OEY

The physiogrephy of the Papaco countyy, whioh includes the Organm
Pipe Cactua Fational ¥ ymment, ie demeribed. E£peciel attention hes
dbeen given to the proceeses of erocion end sedimentatior, The stratig-
graphy end siructure of the sree ip also touched upon but there i
littie information wiich beers directly upon the minersl resources of
the Orgern Pipe Cectupr Netional “onument,

Brysn, Kirk; Erosion snd sedimentation in the Papego
gountry, Arizona: U.S.G.le Pull, 730,

4Alo ¥ownisine

The AJo Mounteins, situated on the eastern eide of the momument, ere
composed of laves of Tertiary ege, which are about £,000 feet thick and
fiech dip 20 to 30 degrees nar theast. They ere structurslly a feul t-
block renge Mplifted evlong the fsult ruaning northwestward through the
Alsmo Velley weat %0 the mounteinses  West 0f the Ajo Mounteains is &
parsilel ridge which is ¢ subsidiery fault-block. The mountains heve
been carved into e maze of canyons end are notable for their extreme

roughpesr end many wild end pilcturesque summits,

Brysn, Kirk; Pepego country, Ardizones U.8.0, 5. Weter-
Supply Paper 499, 1985, pp. 215-216,

aronl dounial
The Grosler Mouniledns are composed of inclined Tertisry lava deds
resting on & erystelline complex (granite, gneiss, etc,) The lavs beds

dip esstward from the fesulted western escarpment of the mountsin., South

N

~
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of Growler Paes the Growler Mounteins coneist of platesus and ridgee
which extend to Cipriemo Wells., The platesus are cerved from bedded
voloenie rocke of Tertiery sge. The genersl dip of the beds ie towerd
the eest on the esst side of the mountain end toward the west on the
west side, but there are numerous exceptions, This part of the range :)

{e & group of fsult blocke more or less isolsted by the erosion of

cenyons end open velleys along the bounding feults. X
N
Bryen, Kirk; Papego country, Arizonsa: op. cit., A
‘Pp. 195-198. N
A o
Suitobasouito Hills

The north ond of the hille is composed mostly of sehist and fine-

greined intrusive rocks, the south end mostly ¢f granite, No outcrops
of Tertiery leves are known PUut the cimilsrity in trend end close asso-
clietion with the Growler Mounteins ipdicates thet theee hills were up-
lifted et the seme time,
Eryan, Kirk; Papsgo country; ope. eite. pp. 130.

gonoite Mounieine

The Sonoite Mounteins are & emsll remge of hille sbout five milee
long in the southern pert of tho monument. They are compored of gran-
ite, gneiss, end schiet, rocke similar to those thet have been minersl-

ized elwhere in the arsea.

Bryen, Kirk: Psapego country, Arizona: Op. eit,
Pe 211. Flete IX.
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Puerto Blanco kounteing

The Puerto Blsnco or Dripping Springé Yountalne are eltuated nesr
the central part of the monument, They consist of lava end tuff bdeds
These mounteins are thought to be a gomewhat complex feult block that
hes been uplifted slong o fault or number of feulte on the northeest .
side of the mountnins. In the vielrity of prisning Spring the original
obsidian hes besn coaverted into gresn pitehatone.

Bryen, Kirk; Papago oountry, Arizona; op. cit. p. £10,

Mining Operatiome, CGoneral

QTG

8ix mining locelities noted in 1920 ere shown on Pleate IZ of Water-
Supply Pepor 492, Papego Country, Arizons, They ere Pepsgo mine, 11
wiles west of the monument; the Ajo mining district, 11 miles north of
the monument; Crowler mins, edjecent to the north boundery of the monu-
sent in the Growler Mounteins; Dripping Spring mine, et the northwesat
end of Puerto Blénco (Dripping &)ring) Mountsins; the Milton, Levy,

end Mertinez ocamp mear the scuth end of the Pusrto Dlenco Mountaine;

and Cépper Mounfain mine ia the northern pert of the Ajo Mountains, ‘

Bryan, Kirk; Papsgo country, Arizona; op. eis. p. 195,
Blate 1X ,

In 1912 the importent mining distriects in the viecinity of the monu-
ment were the Montezuma (Sonoite Mounteins) district within and aouth
of the park eree, productive of gold, silver, copper amnd lesd; the Ajo

distriet north of the monument, productive of copper; the Cumsite dis-

trict northeast of the monument, productive of gold, #ilver, copper and
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lesd; and the fuijotoa aistrict esst of the monument in whieh gold
produdtion wee predominanti Productlon deta on thess erees, elthough

ineomplete, osn be found in the Mineresl Yeerbook, Pepartment of the

Interior, 1906 to 1939,

Hill, Jemee M.; The mining distriete of the western :)
U. 6. with & geologic introduetion by Weldemer Lindgren;
U.8.6e8: Bulle 507, 1912, Pp. 65-57,. Plate I1I.

¥ine Production 1937-3% in Terms of Becovered Metele ;-:Q
Dietrict Lode Gold &ilver Copper Totel Value N
e Mines  Fine oge. " ¥ine 028, —dDbea_ W
Ajo 3 33,801 436,004 110,780,066 - $14,921,042 ‘;
‘ Cuijotoa 2 39 18 33 1,313

Miller, T, Hij end Luff, Psulj Golo, silver, copper,
leed, @né zine 4n Arigons] Minerele Yesrboo: 1939,
U. 5, Bur., of Mine&a,

Drivpine Sprine Mine

Gold-beering quertz veins occurring about six miles west of Dripping
Sprinzs heve been prospected by a few shellow shefte on the Golden Bell
elaim. The Vvein ‘exposures eppear slong en esatward-trending belt about
e mile in length, ' #t the western margin the vein is verticel snd con=-

pists of dense, &hiny white quartz. At the eestern end the
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exposures ara from one to two feet wide end have been somewhnt offset
by erose feulting. The echist welle of the veine ere consideradly

poricitized snd silieified. Ore of the owners of the cleine, Charles

Bell, reports portions of the vein to sverage ebout .5 oz, of gold

per ton. D
Wileon, ¥lred ¥., Cunninghem, J., B., end Butler, G, M.}
Arizons lode gold mines and gold mining: Arizs Bur, of m
Mines, Minerel Technology Ser. No. 27, Pull, No, 137, %
August 15,1984, pps 181-188,
N
Ajo Mining Distrioct N
~
The Wew Cornslis mine of the Phelps Dodge Corporation at Ajo wee o

azein the lergest producer of copper in Arizons.

Motel Mining in Arizona, 1939, Preliminery Annual
Yigures, M. M. 8, Mo, 779, Bur. of Mines.

The copper area of AJjo ocour as disseninated deposits in monzonite
or se vein deposits in rayolite lava end tuff into which the montonite
ieg intruded.

Jorelemon, L. P.; The Ajo mining distriect, Arizone;
pmericen Inet. Min. ¥ag., Pull, 92, pp. 201152028, 1914,

The copper-beering monzonite mekes up the seotera portion of the
rein po_rt of “the little Ajo Mountaine and is older than the conglomerste
of the Ajo Peeke snd the leve flows of Bleck Mountsing The igneous
rocke that contéin the ores, both the monzonite end the rhyolite into
whioh the monzonite ie intruded seem, becsuse of their leck of intense
dynsmi ¢ metemorphisem snd their reletion to the oller oryetelline rocks,

to belong to the Uesozoic period of igneous activity. In & number of

&
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locelities {n the Pepago country, wers oboerved gremitice and granitold
rocks conteining both plagioclace and orthoolese feldeopers whioh prob-
ably belong to the same period of igneous activity.

Brysn, Kirk; Pepago country, Arizonej U.8.0.0.
¥ater-Supply Peper 499, 1925, PP. 58-89

The only mine thet hae thue fer heen productive in the 1little Ajo

sres is the New Cornelis mine w#outh of Ajo. This mine exploits by U‘Q
open-cut methods & large low-grade ore deposit, The ore body consists >;J
of copper-bearing minerals scattered through large mgssee of rock, \C
The workebility of the ore body depends rether om the economies poa- %

sible in the treatment of lsrge quentities of material thea upon the

erxistence sf & high concentration of minerals, The bounderies of the

ore body are geneérally fndefinite, There ere no vesdilv recozaizeble
festures that éistineuish ore from bspran 9ok, The Wew Cormelie do-

posit originslly conteined ore of two elssses, the cerbonate ore above
ground water snd sulphide ores below. Poth copper carbonate end sul-
phides arée diseeminated elong minute Tissures throuszh the Cornelie
quartz monzonite, the host rock, in emcunts sufficient 16 me¥e large
tonnages of rock Yesring more than 1 pereent of coppér. In eddition
to the eopper-bearing minérsle there are found pyrite and magnutite end
a1l emounts of molybddenite disseminated through and asgociated with
pegnatite veine. Cd4 ie not abundent but might be present in econmomic

soncentretions in the slunite--rich volcanie rock,

' 43
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Gilluly, Jemes; Geology end ore deposits of the Ajo
quadrengle, Arizons; Ariz. Bur. of Mines, Geological
Series No. 9, Bull, No. 141, 1937.
The ore reserves of the New Cornelis deposits have not been ai-
vulged by the operators, the Phelps Dodge Corporation, but the copper-
besring rock heo been estimeted to heve en eggregate metel content of

2,200,000 tone,

Pereons, { The porphyry coppers: 2Inst, Min, Met,
Eng., 1933, p. 9.

The ore body, en intrusion of monzonite porphyry, presfsnts meny
feetures different from the eversge porphyry copper deposit. Very
little overburden occurs over the ore body end the ore in pl2ce hae
not been lesched to a great extent. Thae copper minerals esre dipsem-
ineted throughout the porphyry, the commerclel ore extending below
1,000 feet in meny plsces, The oxidized capplng extends dowm to a
horizontal plene corresponding to the water lével, and the depth
veriez from 20 to 1950 feoet according to the topogrephy. The chenge
from oxidized minerels to sulphide i# rether sharp, resulting im but
smell tonneges of mixed ores, The sulphide copper minerels are of
primary origin end consiet chiefly of chelcopyrite and bornite, with
smell emounte of chelecocite. Pyrite ie presmnt in very minute propor-
tione, except in certain sections of the ore body where the content has
been high enough to cesuse some xeolinizetion.

Secondary chalcoeite,

covellite, end native copper ere found in theece sections. The surfece

of the ore body is well shettered, end the grester proportion of second=-

ary minerels ocoures in the frectures,

The predomineting copper minesel
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in the oxidized zone is melachite, with varying proportions of the
oxides and the silicetes of copper. Verious other copper minerale
ere present in minor qusntities,

Iron minerele, megnetite predomineting, with varisble emountsof
pyrite, hematite, ané limonite, ere sssocisted with the copper minercle,
The gengue coneiste of the feldepars, micae, talcs, end quartz, with
elterations, especielly keolin in the pyrite zones, The phyeicel
charecter end greade of the ore veries eherply. Most of the oxidized
cepping of coumerciel grade hee been removed, Lowering the limit of
grede of ore emensble to commerciel Breatment hes reeulted in the treat-
ing of 8 grester tonnege end the uncovering of e much larger tonnage

of sulphide ore then wvae anticipeted,

983 l9z8
Totel opersting expensc® £0.07014 $0.08303
Tonn of ors trested 1,605,382 1,074,056
Pounde of ocopper produced 38,912,874 10,145,610

*Coet per 1lb. of copper produced,

Bell, Ceorge A.; Leaching prectice &nd coate at the
New Cornelie mines of the Celumet end Arizone Mining
0o.,, AJo, Ariz. Buresu of Mines Infarmmation Circular,
Wo, €203, July 1930,

--Compiled by H. E. Rothrock,
Merch 1940,
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How, Oarl Hayden, ' E_
United States Semator.
Ny dear Senator Hayden:

This zefers to your lettor of February 6, comeerning Organ Pipe
Cactus National Monument, and tranemitting in relation thereto com-
sunieations of Jamusry 30 to you fron Messra. Albert I. Long eand
Boward J. Smith, and e copy ef "Pay Dirt” for Jenuary 29.

@eLT

The request made in your letter, for information om the proeedure
of withdrawing land for monument purposes, snd the safeguards Saken
$0 be sure that land eo withdrown does not contain potentially walua-
b3ls minerals, hes been carefully moted. Under the Aet of June 28,

t¢ 84Y) oo smendod by the Aot of August 24, 1912 (37 Stat.
t is empowercd to makes withdrawols for severa) pur-
poses, among thenm for such elessificaticn within the nationsl park

5§
;

. A few guoh withdrswsls have bdeen made, but ir the natiomal park
field a withdrawal is at best only =n intermediete step, which does
not establish oan sres, and is not ordinarily recessary, No

b

found
jor withdrawal wae nade in the osee of the Organ Pipe Castus Ne-
tional Nonument. '
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X DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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1 &y REGION FOUR | Ah

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

February 12, 1940.

Memorandum for the Director:

Attached are copies of iemorandum to the Regional Director,
Region IV, from Regional Geologist J. Volney Lewis. Also attached
are the original and one copy of the preliminary report on mineral-
ization in the Orgen Pipe Cactus National Monument of Arizona, by -
Dr. Lewis and Dr. B. S. Butler, Geologist, U. S. Geological Survey.

Dr. Lewis will prepare his complete report a&s soon as he re-

turns to this Office. In the meantime you will doubtless wish to
have these copies of his preliminary report.

517
Encl. 1698419. h/\<L~VLL<jj>

Actlng Regional Dlrec or.

co: Dr. Lewis (Death Valley).
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Mineralization in the Orgen Pipe Cactus National Monument

Preliminary Surmary

As authorized by the Directors of the Natiomal Park Service

and the Gaological Survey, the quesvion of mineralization in t

Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, Arizona, has been investigated

jointly by B. S. Butler, Geologist of the Survey, and T. Volnoy Lewls,

Regional Geologlst of the Park Service, Region Four, Pending the

completion of the report and maps sett
Iplevl P ’ nd maps

ng forth the results of this

examination, the conclusions arrived at may be summarized as follows:

1, Mineralized Areas

Two mineralized areas in the western half of the monument

have been widely prospected, Ore has been shipped from two or more

mines in each of these areas, and one croup of e¢laims has heen nat-
P 2

ented,

The larger area is in the south central to southwestern

portion of the monument, including the Sonoita Mountainsg

the inter-
national boundary and extending northwestward along the Puerto Blanen

(Dripping Spring) Mountains to the southeastern front of the Growler

Mountains, It covers wholly or in part some 42 sections in the un-

surveyed townships 16 and 17 S, in ranges 6 and 7 W (G, & S.R, M,),
The smaller area centers about Growler Pass, in the

northwestorn quarter of the monument, and extends about 1% miles

beyond the north boundary, Within the monument it covers wholly op

in part some 23 sections 1n T, 14 and 15 S,, R, 6 and 2 W,
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3o Nonmineralized Areas

A large proportion of the monument is not mineralized.,
This includes the lowlands, or broad alluvial plains of silt, sand,

and gravel and the great gravelly and bouldery fans that spread into

their borders from the mountain canyons. The bedrock beneath these

debris plains may be mineralized in places, but it is dnaccessible
to the prospector,

Also nonmineralized, so far as knowmn, are the great
lava mountains that largely meke up the broad central masses of
the Growler, the Ajo, and the Puerto Blamco (Dripping Spring) ranges.

Geologist, U. S. Geological Survey,

/
gional Geologigf, National Park
ce, Region Four,
Tucson, Arizona
February 8, 1940
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- December 12, 1939
© LAy e T,
Memorandum for the Director: 'A‘ngltm é....d‘;&‘ 'ﬁ' :f;é.i ’
: Y
.r 8 rega.x%i . .

Replying to your memorandum of Decembe ng the ‘appraisel ‘gl
of the mining possibilities of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monumente

You do not yet seem to have a full view of the problem. e have rA
sbout 500 squere miles in that monument which has been prospected for ;
the lest fifty years. Prospectors have probably entered claims for .
gold, silver, copper, lead, and half a dozen other minerals or metalse }
These cleims have been filed in the County records at Tucsone They f
ere indexed only by name of claimant and name of claime They are not C"Q
filed by distriot at alle Survey lines, of which we have a few, do X
not help et all for you cannot find any index of all the claims in a
certein township, for instence, and most of the monument is not divided A
into townships anywaye. If you don't know the name of the cleimant or W
the neme of the claim, you are helpless among the many, many volumes ™~
of records covering the last thirty or forty years. o

Under these conditions there is no hope whatever of your experts
visiting each claim on the monument to determine its worth. We have
just recently put a man on the ground and it will be probably two or
three years before we can s tumble over all these claims and find out
who cleims theme. At a conservetive guess I should say there are
fifty or seventy-five of them; Custodian Supernaugh guesses there are
a lot more then thate Most of them are probably invalid because of
not being recorded or the proper emount of assessment work not being f
done and recorded, but you tell twenty or thirty prospectors scattered
over that country eround Ajo that their claims are invalid and they
have no rights or titles and you will raise a new problem and a lot i
of enemies. 4

Your memorendum seys it may be mecessary to obtain the guidance
and assistence of the claim holders in order to find their elaims. i
You can put it one step farther back: it will be necessary to find the “ g
elaizm holders themselves before we can get them to help us find their L
claims.

The experts might much easier go over all the mountain ranges l PR
in the 500 square miles and determine whether there are mineral r el
bodies and Af so what and where they aroc. It would take less time W/ 0 D

. 4

than to run down the individual claims. A /
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Memorendum for the Director:

Reference is had to copy of your letter of November 30, 1939, to
the Regional Director, Region IV regarding the determination of the

mineral cheracter of the lends within the Organ Pipe Cactus National
Monument «

Your memorandum says: "It is understood that there ere four
cleim holders who are pressing this subject at the present times"
So fer as we know, there is only one, lMre W. K. Morray, of Hilltop,
Arizona. He is not & claim holder in fact because he found his
prospect efter the proclamation had been made and so he could not
make a filing in the County Recorder's office. Mr. Morrow has of-
fered to go over with me on the 12th or 13th of December and show me
where his prospect lies, so we will be eble to take Dr. Lewis to it
when he comes to make his studye.

Mre £lbert J. Long, chairmen of the local Chapter of the Arizona
Smell Mine Owners Association, Ajo, Arizona, has a group of patented
mining cleims around the old Growler Mine, which lie within our bound-
eriese He complains that we will not let him run cattle, sheep or goats
from his patented mining cleims over on our monument lands, but I know
of no mining complaints he may have against us. I have asked him in
his official capacity as Chairmen of the locel Chapter to let me appear
et one of its meetings and telk to the members so we may find if any
of them have claims within our boundaries and what shape their claims
are in, but, thus far, he has not given me such permission or invitation.

Mining cleims should be filed with the County Recorder and proof
of yearly assessment work should also be filed there. Unfortunately,
there is no method of finding what claims, if eny, lie within our
boundariess The books are indexed by name of the claim owner and by
name of the cleim; we, not kmowing either the names of the owners or
the nemes of the cleims are helpless when it comes to running down the
owners end finding out what right or title they have. We have to sit
end wait until their protests bob up and treat them individually whereas
we would like to ascertain all their nemes and hendle the matter in a

groupe

You must understend that we think there are dozens of old claims
scattered around over the monument most of which may have no legal
stetus whetever, but whose owmers probably think tl.ley have a perfectly
valid right to them. A man goes out and puts up his monuments on a

prospect and tells you he has & cleime. He may or may not file his

(| ,'/ \
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| ation.notice in the courthouse in Tucson 160 miles awaye He mey or m
?‘h do his anrflual assessment work end if he does it he may or may not fig
his proof of it with the County Recorders But just as soon as the Govern-
mel.rb decides to put the land to some other use and stop prospecting in
th1§ area, he comes to bat with what he considers a perfectly good mining
cla.:.m and is on the pecke We are trying to spread the word over the Ajo
Hlnmg District that if a men has a valid legal claim on which he has kept
up his assessment work, so far as we are concerned, he has nothing to worry \
about so long as he keeps his title good by continuing to obey the lew and 4
keep his assessments upe If he has no legal status, due to his negligence

in filing or to not keep up his assessments, we are very sorry but under

the present leaws, there is no way of reviving his dead titlee

3

We will welcome Dre Lewis and help him in every way we can to make his
report, but we do not expect his repart to settle the local situation around
the Ajo Country, regerdless of what conclusions he may reache This does
not mean thet we are discouraged with the situation; we have already made ’
much headway end in the course of time expect to overcome the local opposi-
tion end get them on our side, but these things take timee Eventually we
will be able to point to an influx of visitors spending real cash in the
communities and these objections which bother us now will graedually fede
oute Developing national monuments is, to some extent at least, a special
branch of Perk Service work; we have been through the various phases of it
meny timese It has become intensified in the last few years by things
beyond our control but we think Organ Pipe will come through all righte

92T * 3

& \ﬁ’{)ﬂzﬂ//{/@
Superintendent

cc: Regional Director, Region III
Regional Director, Region IV
Custodian Supernaugh
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

October 12, 1939.

Memorandum for Mr. Butterfield:

In response to your request for information relative to the min-
eral values of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument for use in reply
to the letter of Albert I. Long, addressed to Mr. Moskey, the follow-
ing information is submitted.

No detailed surveys of the mineral values of this area have been VA
published by Government representatives, but enough work has been done | X
to indicate that it is reasonable to expect mineral deposits therein.
Puerto Blanco Mountains, Ajo Mounteins, and the southern extension of N
the Growler Mountains contein a series of rocks similar to those which W
have been mineralized to a commercial degree farther north. These N
rocks heve been subjected to igneous intrusions similar to those which o
are related to the mineral localities. Whether there are deposits of
commercial value in the monument is a point that cannot be determined
without considerable investigation.

The possibilities of finding valuable deposits are considered
attractive enough for prospectors to have been lured to this area
and have resulted in the location of at least four mineral prospects
on the monument. Ngither a description of these workings nor informa-
tion as to their production was available but they are indicated as
mines in the report prepared by K. Bryan, U.S.G.S. Bulletin 730,

I regret that I cannot furnish you specific data regarding the
mining prospects of this monument, but if this matter is to be a
serious consideration, it should be the subject of a special investi-
gation.

Enclosure 1778446 A(mg' Chief, Naturalist Division.
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Executive Council

ARIZONA SMALL MINE OPERATORS ASSOCIATION
Ajo Council

AJO, ARIZONA /

September 28, 1939 M
Mr. G. A, Moskey,

Acting Associate Director,
National Park Service,
Washington, D.C,

Dear Sir:

The Ajo Council, Arizona Small Mine Operetor's Association
is interested in finding out certain facts connected with the
withdrawal of 464 square miles of Public Domain, adjacent to
Ajo, by Presidential proclomation, in April, 1937, under the
heading of the Organ Pipe National Monument and under the
administration of the National Park Service. I was instructed
to write to Mr. Pinkley requesting the information. I did so
and received a letter from Mr. Pinkley in answer, I am
forwarding to you a copy of the Ajo Council's letter to
Mr, Pinkley and his non-commital reply.

FUSC " 5

We understand of course that the names of the person or per=-
sons proposing this monument and pushing it, and the procedure
used is of record and such record is open to public inspection
as Mr, Pinkley so courteously informs us, in the office in
Washington. No member of this council can afford to go to
Washington to inspect the records and get the desired informa=-
tion so the Council is asking your cooperation in obtaining it, /

We are all femiliar with the Petrified Forest and while
acknowledging Mr., Pinkley's aesthetic and commercial interest
in preserving for posterity the beauty and value of the organ
pipe cactus, we can find only a laughable parallel in his come
parison of the withdrawal of 141 square miles enclosing the
world's most spectacular manifestation of, petrified wood, the
colored glory of the Painted Desert, the fossiliferous remnants
of animal and plant life of immense interest and value not only &
to paleontologists and other scientests but to all thinking
people, the hundred Indian ruins and the thousands of picture
wittings recording the legends of vanished inhabitants Jf the

area with the 464 square miles devoid of any such scientific and
popular interest withdrawn for the purpose' of protecting a plant
which animals will not eat or destroy and which is entirely without
any practical value to mankind.” Just as odd is his statement




.- G. &. Moskey. Page TwWoe

making camparison regarding the value of the land for grazing purposes.
Where is the comparison between the 141' square miles of Petrified
Forest with its barren soil composed of the erosion from the shales and
sandstone of the Moenkopi Formation and lacking the essentials for
vegetable growth,and the broad valleysin the 464 squere miles withdrewn
for the Orgen Pipe National Monument, valleys, the floor of which con-
sists of the erosion of volcanic rocks and intrusive granites and

porphyries meking the Bolson deposits of the Gila Conglamerate and
rich in the elements essential for normel plant life.

We brought to Mr. Pinkley's attention the faet that there are only a
few places in the whole mopument where these cactus grow thickly and
that one or two miles square would control andpreserve for the 130
million other Americens all the cactus they would heed or be interested
in seeing -- and allow us still to retain the other 462 square miles

for prospecting, hungtin and grazing land. There are areas of 40 square
miles where it is hard to find even one organ pipe cactuse

This Council also takes exception to the statement by Mr. Pinkley that
in a dollar and cents stend point the monument in the long Tun will be

more valuable than all the prospects which have been or could bewseowid
have been found inside the boundaries of the monument.

Is Mr, Pinkley femiliar with the amount of taxes paid by the copper
company operating its mine just 10 miles north of the Monument's
boundary and that a town of 7000 people has been build and kept for 22

years already by that mine, the future life, the duration of which no
one knows,

Has he and his experts sufficient techmnicai geological knowledge to
definitely meke a flat arbitrary statement that mines such as the ome

mentioned cannot be found,maybe memy of them, in that vast mineralized
area withdrawn from Public Entry.

Who can say with the rapid advance of science what technologieal
developments may teke place in the near future which would meke mineral
deposits now below the commercial ore margin, valuable and texable., If
such can be done by them, then they are certainly supermen. with a
supernatural insight both into herd rock and the future.

This council desires the following informetions
1, Who by neme proposed this monument?

2, Who by neme were the experts who examined it?% ‘

3, Why were not the owners of property which would be detrimentally

affected by being surrounded by the monument such Miller, Gray, £
Jenkins, Montgomery, Cemeron, Long, and Bell, not notified g
of the proposed withdrawal so they could register a complaint, ¥




Mr. G.A.,Moskey. Page Three,

3. (Cont'd) The surrounding of these places by the monument
cutting them off from PubliciDomain has ruined them for cattle

ranches,

4, What procedure can we use to go about getting a reduction in the
area of this monument or at least restoring the rights to prospect

and mine on it.

We would appreciate an answer to these question and alse your

advice,.

Yours very truly,

(bt Easy

Albert I. Long, 'Chairma.n,
Ajo Council, A.S.M.0sA,
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National Park Service
Headquerters, Southwestern Monuments

Coolidge, Arizona.
September 11,'39

Mr, Albdexrt I, long,
Adjo, Arizona.

Dear Mr. long:

I thank you very much for your good letter of September 5 regarding the
feeling of the Ajo Council of the Arizona Small Mine Operators Association
toward me, the Service, and the Organ Pipe Caatus National Mohument.

I can sympathize with you end the Council in some of the feelings you
express becsuse my long residence in the country all&ﬁ me to view the sit-
ustion through local eyes, I do not think you are correct in assuming that
the Govermment through the President end the Park Service has trampled on
eny local legal rights, but, understanding the way you view things, I
rather despeir of being able to prove that to you in a letter; it will
probebly take a lot of talking to do it. I would like, sometime when we
cen arrange it, to come over and attend ome of your meetings and do my
best to explain what the Orgen Pipe Cactus National Monument is all about

and how we have not infringed on anyone's rights as far ws we know, Would
that be possible?

We wonder if your Council could help us to find out the names of all
owners of clefms within the monument boundary lines and just what legal
stetus the claims might have; that is, when they were filed, if the work
hes been done on thep, and so on. I don't have much idea how many men are
involved; do you? Would there be ten or twenty or thirty or forty? So
fer as I cen leerm, the only patented mines within the boundaries are
those held by yourself around the old Growler mine, Do you know of ahy
others? We expect to have a men in charge of that monugent within the
next couple of months and in the meantimeI would like to gather all this

{nformetion possible and begin clearing things up and see what we cen do
for these individuals.

You sey that no one in the district was informed in regard to the pro=-
posed withdrewal; that it was done quietly., I can assure you there was
no intention of doing anything under cover; reports were made by several
experts; examinations were made covering many months and the whole thing
was @ome over very carefully, We thought we were infringing upon no local
legal rights, ¥e were careful to reserve all existing legal rights from
change in the wording of the proclamation end you will find that the
reservation wes mede ®gubject to all existing rights® in that proclamatiom.

You say that mo cme who hed property which would be vitally affected
detrigentally by the withdrewal hed been asked or notified concerning it,
lmumunanoehncremoyoumtdnncottMn'unhno
to look imto the indivdual cases to 8ee if sny injustice had been done,
x-m”dmomnmm.
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Your statemént that approximately 464 square miles of ground has been

withdrewn from public entry, from prospecting and minimg except on claims

held pripr to the proclamation meking the withdrawal, is essentially
correcte

Your fourth statement, that instead of possible texable property being
developed by the discovery of mines or some other enterprise which would

pay texés to the State or County, the taxpayer will be taxed to keep up a
monument to protect a cactus which is valueless to man or animal, is a

rather hard statemént to meet, Suppose I meet it with the flat statement

that the despised cactus and desert vegetation, which is so worthless in

your eyes, is more valuable, and I am speeking from a dollars and cents
standpoint, to the State and County, in the long Tum than all the prospects|
which have been or could be found inside the boundaries of the monument,

We are both making stetements which are incapable of proof for several years

and I am just as sincere in mine as you are in yours and plenty of people will
say we are both crazy. This business of selling scenery to tourists is a

real business, If you think I am crazy, just go up amd try to sell the Chamber o
of Commerce and business men of Holbrook on the idea that turning the Petrified
Forest National Monument into a cattle ranch would be a better thing for their
local community then handling it as a tourist attraction. I was in on the
development of the Petrified Forest twenty-odd years ago and I cen still remember
local men telling how crazy we were to try to hold that place in its original
natural state end not let the cattle men gét some real money out of ite

How would your Ajo business men look upon a small group of men who did
their best to detour fifty carloads of tourists per day around their town
instead of inviting them in? Yet the Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument

meens much more than 50 carloads per day of tourists to the town of Ajo

in the not-far-distent future, Which all sounds crazy to you doesn't it?

You say the Ajo Council would like informatiom on several pointse

A. The Presidential proclemation on the Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument

was issued April 13, 1937. If you wish, I will send the Council a copy of the
proclamations

B. The National Park Service, after much study, recommended its withdrawal

to the Sectetary of the Interior, who, in turn, recommended it to the President
who signed the proclemation.

c, If your are thinking, in asking to whom you can write to find out the
vital facts co

ncerning this withdrawal, that you will uncover something screwy
about it, you are putting me on the spot; I don't know, We have quite a

£ile here in the office covering the reports and studies of the preliminary work and
there is a probably & heavier file in our Washington Office. The Secretayy's

office would also have a file, probably not so large cause things were boiled

down before the proposal got up to him, These files are of course public

documents open to your inspection in our office or that of the Park Service in
Washington during business hours, or, if you care to have me do so, I will bring
ours over to Ajo and talk them over with you at some convenient time,

®LLC T2
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D. There is no standard form of withdrawal for national monuments.
Sometimes proposed national monuments are brought to our attention by
individual letters, sometimes they are proposed by our own men as they go
about the country on business trips, sometimes they are proposed by State,
civic, county, city, or other organizations. Such proposals go on a list
and eventuall we get down to sending our experts to study and report on the
projects These repdrts are worked over in the Washington Office and the
proposed monument mey be rejected as of no importance or the decisiom is
reached to put it up to the Secretary and ask him to put it up to the
President who makes the final decision,

E, No hunting is allowed on the monument, @4ll national monuments are
game preserves under the law,

F, Visitors are allowed to bring dogs on the monument if they are kept
on leash,

G, Concessions are not apen to bid in the sense you suggest. That would
be a very poor way of handling our permitse, If, upon studying the situation
at a national monument we should decide there was a demand for hotel facilities
such permit would not be let by bidding but would be a matéer of of negotiating
through the office of the Secretary of the Interior and the Nation Pafk Service.
This is a general statement, but if you have a particular case in mind I will be
glad to go into it in detail with you,

I have tried to answer your questions, If I have failed, please feel free
to go into more detail if I have missed the point or let us try to ®ind time
when we can get together and talk this over, I want you to feel that we in my
office and our men in our Washington Office are trying to shoot square., We
are working for the peop of the United States and are handling their property in their
interest as a whole to the best of our ability., So long as your interest as a
local organization or as an individual runs with theirs we are also working for
you. The time, however, sometimes comes when the local interest becomes a
selfish interest and then we have to work for the good of the national interest.
If, as I trust will not happen, such case should arise between us and your or
your organization, will you consider that we are workingnot against you but
for the other 130,000,000 people who are hot here to look out for their property.

Cordially,

FRANK PINKIEY (Signed)
Superintendent,

Q Z‘i‘z )(21
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September Sth 1939

Mr, Frank Pinkley,
Superintendent,
National Park Service,
Coolidge, Arizona,

Dear Sir:

Onwmmcohnunrnlmmxtml
a letter from you regarding a feeling of opprosition to you
and your administration of the Orgem Pipe National Monument.

I have talked to may people here about the momument
end your letter to me, and I can assure that there is nothing
personal in eny of the statements they make, There is,
however, a very resentful feeling about the monument having
been made, a feeling which is entirely understandable when the
following facts ere taken into consideratiom.

1. That no one in this district seems to have beenm
informed regarding the proposed withdrewal, that
is, that it was done quitly.

2. That no one who had property which would be
vitally affected, detrimentally, by the with-
drawal hed been asked or notified concerning it.

3, That apporximately 464 square miles of ground
has been withdrawn from public entry, from
prospecting and frommning except on the claims
held prior to the proclamation meking the with-
drewal,

4. Thet instead of possible texsble preperty being dov . o Ly i

developed by the discovery of mines or some othér
enter which ipey texes to the State and
County, the texpayers W be texed to keep up a
monument to proteet a cactus which is valueless to
men or emimal, as enimals will not under any con-
sideration eat it, and its w structureal support
disintegrates when dry fito particles making
4t unsuitable for eny mining or building uses
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monument meny miles
grows,

C.

are areas on the

and
Square on which no organ pipe caetus

The Ajo Coumeil would like information on the followings

When was the Presidentiel

As information has been received from Senator Carl
Heyden that neither he mor amy of the Arizona Con-

proclamation issued making
‘this a National Monumentg

gressional delegation had any knowledge of the with-

drawal until lately, who was responsible for this
withdrawel, and in what manner was it dcne?

Who do we write to in order to find out the vital
facts concerning this withdrawal, such as the pro-
cedure used, names, etc of those recommending i%?

4s undoubtedely there is a standard mammer of ap-
plication for withdrawal, what is it end where ean
we get a copy of the rules goverming it?

Is any hunting allowed on the monument?

Are doge allowed on the monument?

Iir concessions are allowed on the momument of
q.:{:a. are they open for bid, and if so dees i3
not the notices have to be published under given

conditions for a given of time, so that all
those desirous of the prdw may have a chance
to get 137

This Counecil would eppreciate a reply, as it is a

matter of deep coneern to usé, that a prospeeting area of
Ml‘..;znuuomurnq back yard should de
closed to us for the protection of something which does
not neee protecting.

Yours very truly,

Albert 1. Long,




